Musk Lorikeets - April 2022 (Photo courtesy David Noble)
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CRVA progress report
Ann Leahy and Jennifer Newman
We begin our Annual Report acknowledging Country. Flowing
east, the Cooks River Valley traverses Wangal, Gadigal and
Gameygal Country. The river catchment and flow has
nourished generations since the beginning of time, and has
flourished with the care taken by those who have lived with
the river. Today, we work together to refresh and revitalise
the Cooks River, mindful of our non-human residents who
return to Country in increasing numbers in return for the
physical, social and spiritual nourishment we receive form
the river and its’ surrounds.
Once again, we have experienced a greatly restricted
program of events, not only due to Covid restrictions, but
also due to unprecedented rain. The second consecutive La
Niña weather system has brought almost unending rain
throughout this year, adding to the difficulty of working on
many of the Mudcrabs sites. Localised flooding also halted
numerous working bees. However, we did manage to sneak
in a very scaled down Candles on the River event in March,
which was held at the new canoe launching ramp at the
northern end of Ewen Park. After such a long period of
isolation, it was wonderful to hold this small ceremony, with
Jennifer delivering a moving welcome to country. We had
forgotten the importance of ceremony, even in such small
details as holding morning tea after weeding bees, and
thankfully we have been able to return to having a chat, a
cuppa and a snack after the Mudcrabs working bees.
The number of Mudcrabs sites has further expanded, with
the introduction of the Southbank project, at the initiative of
Brent Jones and Peter Munro. Along with an enthusiastic
team they have transformed the long narrow site, following
on from some initial Council landscaping, and it’s looking
better all the time.

Boat Harbour at high tide

Candles on the River - March 2022

Vivi and her baking paper lotus boats

A number of grants have also broadened our horizons, one of those resulting in the production of a
fabulous podcast about the Mudcrabs and the interaction between our brains and nature.
Produced by the multi-talented Sarah Allely, Olivia Rosenman and the Brain on Nature team, the
podcast has now been completed so if you have not yet listened to it here is the link:
https://brainonnature.com/2022/06/16/regenerating-the-cooks-river-with-the-mudcrabs/
Another grant originating from the local Hawkes Brewing Company has resulted in the 18 th tee
project at the Marrickville Golf course, and while not yet complete, it has already made a
significant difference to this area, cleared noxious large woody weeds, exposed the beautiful rock
formations, and is planted out with native grasses and shrubs.
Thanks go to all the incredible Mudcrabs coordinators and volunteers, to the CRVA executive for
their largely unseen but essential contributions, to all the guest speakers at our general meetings
and to Canterbury Council and Peter Goss for their consistent and untiring efforts in enabling the
Cooks River Valley Association and all our volunteer groups to function so seamlessly.
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CRVA grants and advocacy
Gareth Wreford

Community Environment Program (CEP)
The CEP grant was Commonwealth Government funding
received with thanks to Linda Burney for the Barton
electorate in 2020-21. The grant had several
components, and the final activity was the installation
of nest and roosting boxes at Gough Whitlam reserve
which had been significantly delayed due to COVID and
ongoing wet weather. With the support of Canterbury
Bankstown Council twelve nesting boxes have now
been installed to target identified local species –
5 treecreeper/small parrot, 3 microbat (triple chamber),
2 kookaburra/duck, 1 sugar glider box (adding to the
1 already installed) and an additional microbat box
design. The boxes are registered with asset numbers as
part of the Council’s biodiversity program and Council
will provide monitoring and maintenance support.
Particular thanks also go to ecologist Narawan Williams
for his expertise and enthusiasm for the project.

Installing nesting boxes at Gough Whitlam Reserve
April 2022 with Narawan Williams

Volunteer training grant ($5000)
Following volunteer training in 2020-21 the CRVA was successful with a further grant of $5,000 for
2021-22. The volunteering grant is Commonwealth Government funding received with thanks to
Linda Burney for the Barton electorate. The grant is focused on bushcare training. In 2021-22 three
‘Bushcare Beginner’ courses were run by Econurture at Tempe Reserve with 20 participants.
Participant feedback on the courses was overwhelmingly positive and a credit to the trainer Damon
Bassett from Econurture. We hope to see the bushcare training participants at future Mudcrabs
working bees. In August 2022 there will be a one-off training day for Mudcrabs site coordinators at
the River Canoe Clubhouse also in Tempe.
Stronger Communities - Small Capital Works ($8,000)
Thanks again to local Commonwealth MP Linda Burney the CRVA has received $8,000 to supply
and install sandstone blocks as landscaping and seating features along the Cooks River. This grant
will be finalised in the next financial year and the work is being delivered by Canterbury Bankstown
Council. We’re currently in the process of confirming a suitable site (possible near Ewen Park) on
the riverbank and quotes for the sandstone.

Advocacy
High-pressure oil pipeline
Following significant advocacy by the CRVA, Mudcrabs and other stakeholders in 2020-21 we
understand that Canterbury Bankstown Council is yet to finalise a new vegetation management
plan with Viva Energy for the easement that runs eight metres either side of the pipeline. There
has been some incremental progress with Viva Energy contacting Council to discuss maintaining
sight lines clear of vegetation within the easement. The pipeline runs through several Mudcrabs
bushcare sites (Foord Avenue, Boat Harbour and Rosedale Reserve) and we’re still left with the
impression that Viva Energy is paying a disproportionate amount of attention to native grasses and
low shrubs that have no impact on the operation of the pipeline.
The level of attention from Viva Energy may be connected to a long-term challenge for the Cooks
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River which is the transfer of jet fuel to the Western Sydney airport. A 2016 assessment by
Infrastructure Australia and a Deloitte consulting report from 2018 identify the Port Botany to
Clyde / Silverwater pipeline along the Cooks River as the most cost-efficient option while not
appearing to consider the Sydney Harbour Gore Bay terminal as a viable option. Any hope the local
community had of seeing the Cooks River High Pressure Oil Pipeline decommissioned looks unlikely
any time in the next 50 years.
For more information see:
•

Infrastructure Australia 2016 https://www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/map/corridorpreservation-western-sydney-airport-fuel-pipeline

•

Western Sydney Airport – Deloitte 2018
https://www.westernsydneyairport.gov.au/sites/default/files/Fuel_Supply_Corridor_Options_
Report_Feb2018.pdf

•

Transport for NSW – Western Sydney Fuel Pipeline 2020
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/current-projects/western-sydney-fuel-pipeline

Campsie Town Centre Master Plans
On 24 May 2022 Canterbury Bankstown Council endorsed the Campsie Town Centre Master Plan
which includes a 'high intensification' zone along the Cooks River either side of Brighton Ave. This is
on the south side of the river directly opposite Croydon Park and Rosedale Reserve. The CRVA
along with some Sydenham Bankstown Alliance members are looking to respond and highlight the
potential for ageing water and sewerage infrastructure to fail with increased development,
possible encroachment on the riparian zone of the river and design challenges. There is a fear that
Campsie may end up like Canterbury where the community was promised a well-planned and
designed community and environmental zone along the riverbank and instead got a high concrete
wall and over shadowing of the riverbank.
More broadly there is concern that various previous iterations of State government proposals for
high density residential development along the Bankstown line have not gone away and instead
are returning as Town Centre plan and proposals for development above Metro South West
railway stations.
For more information see: https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/campsie-masterplan

Sydenham Bankstown Alliance (SBA)
The CRVA continued to support the SBA in its efforts to stop the Metro South West development
proposal along the Sydenham to Bankstown corridor. A focus in early 2022, ahead of the 2023
NSW election, has been renewing calls for Metro South West to turn around at Sydenham and for
improved signaling to be implemented for the Bankstown line (as it is across the rest of the Sydney
Trains network).
For more information see: https://www.sydbankalliance.com/

Canterbury Racecourse Action Group (CRAG)
The CRVA continued our participation in the CRAG. We’ve been trying to secure a UTS student
placement, either through the Shopfront or SOUL programs, to assist with developing a vision of
what the Racecourse could look like as open green space and build the case to preserve it for
public use not development.
For further information about CRAG see: http://www.crag.community/

Funding for Cooks River rehabilitation
Post the 2022 federal election the Federal Labor Urban Rivers and Catchment Program will offer up
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to $10m for projects involving local and state government and up to $1m for community groups.
As part of the election campaign Federal MP Tony Burke made a specific promise that, if elected,
$10m would be invested in regenerating the Cooks River and restoring it from a storm water drain
back to a natural river.
Meanwhile at a State level, Westinvest has several billion to spend across a group of Councils
including Canterbury Bankstown Council (CBC), though not the Inner West Council, affected by the
COVID lockdowns.
A CBC Mayoral minute discussed at the 26 April 2022 Council meeting resolved to write to the NSW
Government and present a case for a range of Westinvest projects including removing Cooks River
sheet metal pilings and the purchase of Canterbury Racecourse as open space.
From a CRVA perspective we support bank naturalisation for the Cooks River (i.e. replacing sheet
metal and concrete) and securing the future of Canterbury Racecourse as open space.
The CRVA will continue to work with local stakeholders to secure funding from all three levels of
government to improve the river and surrounding natural environment and parklands.

Mudcrabs annual report
Ranjith Evas
Our volunteering community has been battered and bruised by the covid pandemic and
unprecedented wild weather in past year. Our river which provided relaxation and calm in the
troubled times of pandemic also gave us grief through floods during the heavy rain and wild winds
of recent times. The core group of our site coordinators and volunteers have persisted and kept
going with our work along the river. Our site coordinators and volunteers work at thirteen sites
along the river doing bush regeneration and clean ups contributing to the well-being of our river
and community. The flame lit by our founder Chris Bartlett continues to burn bright after
seventeen years of operation.

Chris Bartlett memorial walk

The Chris Bartlett River walk in memory of our founder was on 18th of June 2022. Twenty attendees
walked from the bush care site established by Chris at Rosedale to Tempe wetlands site. It was a
beautiful walk on a sunny winter Saturday morning. Peter Munro led the walk introducing each site
and giving a brief history of each site.
The federal election was held in May of this year. During the campaign the ALP has committed to
spending ten million dollars for the rehabilitation of Cooks River . Our current Prime Minister
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Anthony Albanese and ministers including Tony Burke and Linda Burney represent electorates
along Cooks River. This is our chance to be keyboard warriors and get funding for our river before
the opportunity passes us by. If state government and Sydney Water chip in with the federal
funding, we can naturalise the river and remove the hideous steel piling along the river.
I want to thank our volunteers and site coordinators for the excellent work done in past year along
the river. I would also like to thank Cooks River Valley Association for insurance cover, funding and
advocacy.

Mudcrabs bush care sites
Burnett St Reserve, Hurlstone Park
Gareth Wreford
Burnett Street Reserve working bees
restarted in 2021-22 and it’s been great to
have half a dozen volunteers turn up each
time – some regulars and some new
including several who hadn’t previously
been aware of the Reserve. The constant
rain has seen much growth including the
weeds though with the monthly working
bees steady progress has been made. The
rain has also been a reminder that
sometimes too much water can be as hard
on the plants as too little – several Hakeas
and some Indigoferas didn’t make it
through the deluge and while paper daisies
(Coronidium Elatum) on well drained
slopes survived, many on the flatter
ground turned their toes up. On the plus
side there are several patches of native
ferns regenerating in the rock ledges and
despite the wet weather some autumn winter flowers like Banksias and Wattles
still emerged.

Burnett St Reserve working bee on the rainforest section, May 2022

The working bees are prioritising
maintenance and weeding of the
Banksia and Wattle - winter flowers at Burnett St Reserve, June 2022
rainforest patch East along Burnett Street
and demonstrate that the hardest work on any site begins well after the initial clearing and
planting has been done. Weeds of note include Trad (Trasdescantia fluminensis), an unidentified
form of Devils Ivy, Fishbone or Boston fern, and Asthma weed (Pellitory) that are all doing well in
the wet weather.
Through several periods of working from home and the COVID lockdown in 2021 progress was also
made extending the site West along the Hopetoun Street verge. This patch was identified for
revegetation in the 2020 Burnett Street Reserve site plan and was cleared and planted through
June and July 2021. The results as of June 2022 show a remarkable difference with Blady Grass
(Imperata) establishing well along with other native groundcovers. Planting in this area is designed
to take advantage of the existing tree cover while maintaining sight lines from the road to the
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playground.
Similarly, the path through the Reserve which was
exotic grasses kept under control by frequent
mowing and herbicide along the borders has now
been replaced by mulch and native grass borders.
This project was greatly assisted by a local
resident who was kind enough to have a large
load of high-quality mulch delivered to the site as
the silver lining from a neighbourhood tree
dispute that resulted in the removal of a large
backyard casuarina.
Thanks also to Canterbury Bankstown Council for
ongoing advice and support including frequent
small loads of mulch and clearing away bags of
green waste.

Hopetoun St verge 2021-22 lockdown project. This patch was
identified for revegetation in the 2020 site plan for Burnett St
Reserve.

Hopetoun St verge after being cleared, mulched and planted in July-August 2021, and the resulting growth as at June 2022.

Burnett St Reserve path - late 2020 and then in June 2022. Note the Council’s
herbicide brown borders replaced with native grasses.
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Foord Avenue, Hurlstone Park
Liz Millen and Doug Benson
A year characterized by rain, rain
everywhere and all running down to the
river! This resulted in several cancelled
working bees, some of our riverside
mulched paths and log edgings floating
off downstream, and an often squelching
site. However, the upside has been lots of
new growth, expansion of the native ferns
which pre-existed on the site, and further
development of the dense bird-and
insect-friendly habitat that we are aiming
to create.

Farrah and Simin at work

It’s also been a great year for flowering plants; the Tea Trees and Kunzeas along with Bursarias
have put on amazing shows. And in a ‘first’ for this site, the elegant and delicate-leaved Banksia
Spinulosa shrubs that we have planted over many years have finally bloomed.
The new area linking Foord Avenue and Ewen Park sites is slowly getting established. It is a difficult
site under tall casuarinas, but is going well with a variety of local shrubs and groundcover.
Once again, many thanks to the countless volunteers who have turned up whenever we have been
able to work. It’s very exciting to see the progress we’ve made over the last decade, and to see bird
counts going up. Is it time to start an insect count, Doug wonders?
Thanks also to Peter Goss and team at Canterbury-Bankstown council, for ongoing support and
prompt responses to any requests.

Foord Ave volunteers
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Rosedale Reserve, Croydon Park
Russell Cail
Our program at Rosedale was, once again, severely
disrupted by restrictions due to covid-19. The effect
of the disruptions to our normal work routines,
coupled with all the rain, was that the weeds got
well and truly out of control. Since returning to
work in October (after about 4 months lay-off) a lot
of our time has been occupied with weeding. All
the major “players”; madeira vine, turkey rhubarb,
farmer’s friends and cestrum were present, plus
fumitory (Fumaria muralis) and cleavers-velcro
(Galium aparine) which had formed dense mats
over everything.
Never-the-less, we have had quite a successful
year, thanks to the untiring work of our volunteers. Recently planted sedges (Cladium procerum), June 2022.
Our aim, as always, was to introduce as much
Note all the water oozing out of the soil. It is a quagmire
on the lower slopes
native plant variability to the site as possible. To
this end, our plantings are consistent with what
plants were thought to exist in the area before white settlement, in the expectation that this
variability will encourage the return of other wildlife. We have focused on all areas, the full length
of the site and cleared and maintained those areas to the point where overall control is easier. In
addition, after meeting with Peter Goss and a representative of the oil pipeline group, we also
spent some time on improving the line-of-sight along the pipeline. In fact our general planning had
already taken into consideration many of the requests made of us. The requirements were not too
onerous. Essentially, they meant clearing a couple of self-sown wattles, some dying kunzeas and
kangaroo apples (Solanum aviculare) that were encroaching on the area, growing too close to the
footpath and overgrowing some of our own smaller plants (which are recovering). The end result
was that we now have a more open area that we can continue to develop with smaller plants to
attract birds and other insects and animals.
I am pleased to say that the program which we began in
August 2020, using funding obtained by Conservation
Volunteers Australia (CVA) for the restoration of the Cooks
River at Rosedale Reserve, is beginning to show great
results. The primary aim of the project was to clear a large
swathe of phragmites (P. australis) reeds which were out of
control, invading a large area of the site and harbouring
other weeds. About 90% of the cleared areas have been
mulched and replanted with a mixture of grasses to create
an open sward (for small birds to forage in) and a mixture of
shrubs such as tea trees (Leptospermum trinervium) to
create protective habitat. It is proving to be quite a battle to
eliminate all the reeds, but we are winning!!
Our other challenge, particularly in the past 6 months, has
been the massive amount of rain that we have received.
While initially we were relieved that we no longer had to
cart water to help the survival of plants through dry times,
areas that previously had been dry are now saturated and

Banksias are flowering beautifully
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other areas lower down towards the river, which would normally get wet, have become bogs. This
has meant that some previously well-established plants, such as correas and Hardenbergia violacea
have died in the excessively wet conditions. We are trialling some different sedges (Cladium
procerum) that Peter Goss obtained for us in the wetter regions as a kind of future proofing.
In other areas, primarily on the slopes with better drainage, we have planted a mix of Kunzea
ambigua, Callistemon citrinus, tea trees (Leptospermum trinervium & squarosum) and some
Melaleuca nodosa. We hope that these will form an excellent mix of habitat as they get older.
Fortunately, the covid-19 restrictions were
lifted in time so that we were able to have
our annual Christmas get together at
Rosedale. The lunch was well attended, and
it was great to see everyone and have a
chat.
Our plan for the rest of 2022 (apart from
weeding) is to plant more rushes on the
lower wetter parts (particularly around the
“frog” ponds) and grasses - typically Poa
affinis, barbed wire grass (Cymbopogon
refractus ) kangaroo grass (Themeda
australis), Dichelachne crinata, to create a
mixed sward to encourage more insects
and other fauna to provide food for smaller
birds, etc…

Our mixed sward, grassy area is slowly establishing

We will also continue our bird watching program in the area between the Korean club in the east
and the footbridge from Byron St. in the west. On our regular (not so regular during covid) bird
surveys we normally observe 22-25 species. The highest number of species observed to date, was
32 in September 2018.
The Rosedale Group would like to thank Peter Goss from Canterbury Bankstown Council and the
CRVA for their help, advice, and provision of plants. Joy and I would also like to thank all our
dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers who do such great work.
In the last 12 months, despite covid-19 lock-downs and cancellations due to bad weather, our
volunteers put in about 200 hours at our regular working bees, together with a further >150 hours
spent during the week by some volunteers. We collected >230 bags of weeds plus we created
several very large piles of weeds (which had not gone to seed) which we hope will eventually
mulch down.

CVA project planting sedges and rushes Sep 2020
(Carex appresa and Juncus Spp).

The same site in March 2022
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Gough Whitlam salt marsh, Tempe
Russell Cail
The Gough Whitlam Saltmarsh was constructed by
Canterbury Council in 2007. Saltmarshes are an important
and endangered ecological community that form on the
landward side of mangroves, and provide valuable habitat
for fish, crabs and birds.
The Mudcrabs meet on the first Saturday of the month to
remove weeds, mulch and plant trees, shrubs and grasses
which are thought to have originally existed in the area.
The site is a relatively complex one. It is roughly semicircular in shape, consisting of (i) primarily of the
saltmarsh itself, (ii) three constructed “islands” close to
the river, which are dominated by tall, mature casuarinas
and (iii) bounded by the river and mangroves on one side
and a mixed band of trees and shrubs on the landward
side. The environment on the “islands” is particularly
harsh. The trees suck the moisture out of the soil, and the
salty winds which sweep across them, seriously impact
the growing conditions.

Part of one of the "islands" near the river.

On our return to the saltmarsh, after an enforced layoff of almost 5 months, due to covid-19, we
have spent most of our time weeding and generally maintaining the site. Unfortunately, during our
absence, an infestation of army-worm caterpillars ate all the leaves off 5-6 of our semi-established
coastal tea trees (Leptospermum laevigatum), which were about 1 m high and developing well,
causing them to die. In March 2022 we planted 14 coastal tea trees to try and re-establish the
plants that we had lost on the islands. Unfortunately, the tea trees that we planted in March have
ALL died. Our planting technique, designed to maximise the catchment of any rain that fell on the
normally, very dry islands worked brilliantly and caught every last drop the 800+ mm rain that fell
in the subsequent weeks and drowned every one of them.
Our policy is to place all those weeds that have not gone to seed in heaps and let them mulch
down. At least that way they will do some good and help improve the soil in time.
It is also satisfying to find that a number of saltbush plants have begun to self-sow on the islands
now that we have given them a bit more weed-free room to expand. There are a couple of species
in the genus Einadia (one is E. hastata the other is E. polygonoides). In addition, it is nice to see
that quite a few Wahlenbergia stricta (native bluebell) plants are still present; they are surprisingly
tough for such a delicate looking, little plant. While there is still a lot to do, the whole site is looking
pretty good. The Westringia fruticosa plants are growing strongly and have flowered well and the
Callistemon citrinus which we planted in the area adjoining the road and the footpath are thriving.
In summary, I am pleased to report that we have now re-established good control over the whole
of the site. The area is now fairly self-sustaining, with minimal weeding and intervention needed.
The health of the marsh continues to be excellent with a typical mix of salt marsh species
predominately; samphire (Sarcocornia quinqueflora), austral seablite (Sueda australis), streaked
arrow grass (Triglochin striatum) and marine couch (Sporobulus virginicus). It is also home to lots of
invertebrates (crabs and snails) which are attracting many wading birds.
We will continue mulching specific areas and planting more plants on the “islands” as well as
concentrating on improving the biological diversity on the margins beside the footpath and the
road.
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We would like to thank Mr Peter Goss who is our regular contact at Canterbury Bankstown Council
and who has provided the plants and much appreciated advice. I would also like to thank Gareth
Wreford for organising funding for the provision and installation of a number of nesting boxes in
the area. Hopefully this will also help to further improve our biodiversity.
In the last twelve months, 27 volunteers spent about 60 hours on site and we removed 12 bags of
weeds and created several piles of mulch from weeds that had not gone to seed.
The photos below show some of the areas where we have been attempting to establish a dense
understorey and protective environment for flora and fauna. They are slowly developing as hoped.

An area near the cycle path where we meet. In addition to
lomandras we have some hop bushes and callistemons.

Plants on one of the “islands”. In this area we have
westringias, salt bush and a coastal tea tree.

Sugar Mill, Hurlstone Park
Ben Denham
This year we have continued our weeding and mulching and have planted around 150 plants with
much of our efforts focused on the top section of the site. Overall the site is progressing well. The
western end of the site is now well established, with weeds well controlled. As you head east
towards the footbridge there are still areas where weeds predominate. These areas will be the
focus of future efforts. The narrow section between the cycle path and the river is now well
established.

Working bee along the edge of the river bank in 2019

The site in 2022
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Ewen Park, Hurlstone Park
Ann Leahy and Keith Foulcher
The last 12 months have been quite patchy on the Ewen Park
site, due to unprecedented and ongoing heavy rain. For large
parts of the year, the shared walking/bike path next to the site
and behind the soccer fields has been flooded and unpassable,
therefore all the dog walkers, bikes and everyone passing has,
by necessity, gone through the bush site to pass the flooded
paths. While it’s great that the site has been used and
appreciated more by the public, it has also led to much more
wear and tear on the site than usual. The mulched paths have
worn out very quickly and many shrubs and branches have
been trampled or ripped out.
However, the site has coped quite well with all the rain and
continues to function as a shady and protected glade by the
river. Passers-by frequently express their appreciation of the
site and thank us for our work. We always hear and see water
birds while working on the site, and black cockatoos have been
passing overhead recently in the winter months. Keith’s weekly
maintenance and care of the site has kept it looking great
despite all these difficulties, and now the wattles are coming
out, as well as the red grevillias, correa reflexa and goodinea.

Red lantern grevillea

Unfortunately, the weeds have also flourished with all the rain,
and we now have a big problem with the trad weed
(tradescantia fluminensis) , we collected 9 sacks of trad weed
in the June weeding bee and barely made a dent in the current
infestation. A large section of the site has been marked out with
hazard tape to try to protect some of the more precious and
delicate plants and banksias from being broken by foot and bike
traffic and this has been working well. The red-flowering gum
planted in memory of Sue Bishop is growing slowly but starting
to do well, and some of the banksias on the north side of the
Area under repair
site have finally flowered. After two years of Covid lockdowns
and distancing, we’ve finally resumed morning tea after the working bees, and it’s very nice to sit
by the river with a cup of tea for a chat after a good working session.
We thank Peter Goss from Canterbury Bankstown Council for his continued encouragement and
support of this site, and for delivery of mulch, donations of seedlings, stakes, and other materials.

Correa reflexa

Winter wattle brightens up the rainy days
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Wave Rock, Marrickville
Peter Munro
Wave Rock bushcare site is on Marrickville
golf course and sits between the Cooks River
and the 17 th fairway. The site is narrow and
sloped with poor soil, mainly fill. Eight years
ago a group of Mudcrabs decided that the
natural features of the site would be
enhanced by replanting the area with native
heath vegetation. A dedicated group of
volunteers has worked tirelessly every month
over the last 8 years to turn a weed infested
slope into a vibrant bushcare site.

A good turn-out on a sunny morning

The site has now been placed into the care of Inner West Council, who will manage its ongoing
maintenance. The Mudcrabs volunteers who have worked on the site over the years will continue
to care for the site with the guidance and support of Tealia Scott from Inner West Council.
I want to express my thanks and appreciation to the fabulous group of Mudcrabs volunteers who
have been so dedicated to the Wave Rock site over the past 8 years – you have created a muchcherished gem.

18th Tee Bushcare site, Marrickville Golf Course
Chris Rapp and Peter Munro
In November 2021, Mudcrabs were approached by Landcare
Australia to choose a site in the Marrickville area as a potential
bush regeneration site to receive funding from the Marrickville
based Hawke’s Brewing Company, through Landcare Australia.
After careful consideration, a rocky sandstone outcrop surrounding
the 18th tee in Marrickville golf course was chosen, a site plan
drawn up and many administration hours were expended getting
approval and planning the development of the site.
Apunga, a local bush regeneration company, was then contracted
to prepare the site by removing woody weeds and stabilising the
understorey. The management and staff of the Marrickville golf
course also provided invaluable assistance and support in the
development and implementation of this plan.
On the first weekend in May, planting commenced on the 18 th Tee, Mudcrabs latest bushcare site.
By the time that this report is published, we would have planted 480 native trees, shrubs and
grasses on the site. The vision is for this site to link with the Wave Rock site and the Landcare site
behind the golf club house to create a green link to other bush sites along the Cooks River.

Official launch and planting day, 1 May 2022
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Southbank, Earlwood
Brent Jones and Peter Munro
Southbank is a long, narrow riparian
bush site on the southern
(Earlwood) side of the Cooks River,
opposite Ewen Park. Canterbury
Bankstown Council initially prepared
and planted the site along the edges
of a new crushed sandstone path
running along the river’s edge.
Brent Jones was not happy with the
Peter directing volunteers
diversity of plantings or the
maintenance of the site, suggesting that the area needed additional ongoing care and a greater
variety of native riparian vegetation. Council agreed and handed the site over to the Mudcrabs,
who named it Southbank. We started caring for the site in October 2021.
In the 8 working bees since then, we have planted over 200
tubestock (including thermedia australis, Indigofera, zieria
smithii, banksia spinulosa, leucopongon juniperius,
ceratopetalum, juncus, lomdandra longifolia) and removed
countless bags of invasive weeds.
It is a great site to work on as it is close to people using the
walking track, with many conversations initiated by the
Mudcrabs activities. It is also as close to the water’s edge as you
can get, with glimpses of jumping fish and aquatic bird life. What
a delightful bushcare site.
Native bees (Lipotroches) roosting on
Kangaroo grass (Themeda)

A dedicated team enjoying a cuppa at Southbank
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Mudcrabs river clean-ups
Adjacent Close St, Canterbury
Ranjith Evas
The tail end of the delta wave of covid made us cancel the clean ups schedule for September and
October of 2021. But we were able to be back at Close St in November. After few months, it was
the turn of wild weather to disrupt the normal working of our working bees. Clean ups planned for
March, April and July of 2022 were also cancelled due to heavy rain and flooding in the river. After
the introduction of container deposit scheme and banning of many single use plastic items, the
plastic pollution is slowly trending down. The new litter boom installed at Croydon Park upriver
from Close Street is also stopping a lot of plastic flowing down the river. I thank all the volunteers
who turn up for clean ups at Close St. Special thanks to Farah and Mozz for assisting me at the site.
Below is the statistics of litter collected from the cleanup.
Date

Number of volunteers

Bags of rubbish

Notes

04/09/2021

Cancelled due to covid

09/10/2021

Cancelled due to covid

06/11/2021

13

16

04/12/2021

18

18

08/01/2022

18

20

05/02/2022

23

17

06/03/2022

Cancelled due to flood

02/04/2022

Cancelled due to flood

07/05/2022

8

10

04/06/2022

14

5

02/07/2022
Total

Cancelled due to flood
94

86
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Adjacent Canterbury Racecourse
Alison Gibbs
We managed to hold just two of our quarterly river
clean-ups in the Canterbury mangroves in the year
to June 2022, thanks to the extended COVID
lockdown and major rain events that either washed
us out or flushed the rubbish downstream.
The clean-ups we held were well attended,
however, attracting 38 volunteers and removing 45
large bags of rubbish and sundry items from the
600m stretch of mangroves between Broughton
Street, Canterbury and Lees Park.
We continue to see a reduction of rubbish build-up
at this site, mostly due to the high tides and heavy
rain, but the new rubbish boom at Croydon Park is
another probable factor. The reduced bulk of PET
plastic is also noticeable, particularly in our bag
counts and probably the result of the bottle deposit
scheme.

Alison and Talia with a big haul of rubbish

In May, we farewelled my site co-coordinator, Talia Smith, who has moved away from the district.
Talia has been a great support to me over the past two years, and her enthusiasm and good
humour will be sorely missed. I
will soon be putting out a call
for someone to replace her. In
the meantime, thank you,
Talia, for a job very well done.
Thank you to everyone who
has turned up to help this year,
particularly our trusty trolley
bike rider, Moz Le, who makes
the cleaning of this site less
arduous for us all.

Mudcrabs Christmas party 2021
Russ and Ranjith
After missing our Mudcrabs Christmas party last year due to covid-19 restrictions, it was great to
see everyone at our annual Christmas get together in 2021. Everyone who attended seemed to
have an enjoyable time catching up with many others who we do not always see when we work on
our own “patch(es)”. Fortunately, the weather was not too wet, although we did have a couple of
brief showers to contend with but we were able to keep the worst of it out with a tarp on the
southern side where the rain was coming from.
This year we varied the selection of food that we supplied and included more vegetarian and a
couple of vegan options. The main course of food, which was obtained from Zeus Street Greek at
Dulwich Hill was excellent (they also threw in some tasty Loukoumades for dessert). It was paid for
by Canterbury Bankstown Council (thanks Brodie). This fare was supplemented by more from
Jasmin’s Lebanese restaurant at Lakemba (they also added some freebies in the form of pickled
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vegies and a tahini dip) and last but not least, many thanks to all those who bought some tasty
nibbles, cakes, fruit, etc. Ranjith and I hope that you enjoyed the variety and were able to get a
taste of everything.
Peter Munro also gave us a brief update on his progress on the history of the Mudcrabs (a very
large undertaking indeed) with a special acknowledgement of the work of Peter and Michelle from
“Substance Design” (the design of the Mudcrabs’ distinctive T-shirts is but one great example of
their activities). Unfortunately, they were not able to make it to the party this year to accept a
presentation book of photos.
Our continued emphasis on going GREEN at our functions worked very well. All the plates and
cutlery were washed on the spot and are ready for next year. The bottles and cans were recycled,
the organic waste has gone to worm farms (mind you, there was not much after the Muddies were
through – the worms will not get fat). We were really pleased that very little went to general waste
– no great bags of paper plates, etc., as in previous years. A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL.

Crab Walkers
Martin Puchert
A heartfelt “thank you” to all the Crab Walkers who have kept this group going for nearly five
years. It’s been wonderful to be involved with such enthusiastic people wanting to make a
difference.

Current Crab Walker routes
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I’m pleased to say the COVID disruptions of 2021 did not stop the Crab Walkers. To the contrary,
there was a modest influx of new participants during this period, presumably because so many
group activities were cancelled. Interestingly, we all noticed a marked decline in litter on the
streets during lockdowns.
About Crab Walkers: crab walking is another way to reduce litter pollution in the Cooks River. The
concept is quite simple: prevent litter getting into stormwater drains by collecting it from local
streets. The combined effort of a network of people doing this has a big impact. Every bit helps.
Each volunteer chooses where they’d like to “crab walk” (collect litter). Most people choose their
home street and perhaps some other nearby streets. It’s entirely up to each person how often they
go crab walking. Crab Walkers also record the amount of litter collected and report it at the end of
each month.

Mudlarks
Mudlarks: Boat Harbour & Wave Rock
Jennifer Kent
Despite the wet weather the Mudlarks had
another successful year surveying birds along the
Boat Harbour and Wave Rock routes. We had an
average of 15 participants and a core group of 12.
Although the average range of bird species was
again higher for the Boat Harbour route (35 vs 30)
the gap has narrowed. The Cup & Saucer Wetlands
continue to provide a safe nursery for aquatic
birds. Dusky Moorhens & Purple Swamphens have
had more than one hatching every year. Other
significant sightings included two Spangled
Drongos, a Brown Goshawk, a Rufus Whistler and
a Golden Whistler.

Purple swamp hen and chick at Cup and Saucer Creek
Wetlands

Mudlarks group in action
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At present, the more open vegetation along the Wave Rock route means less protective habitat for
small birds. The restored access to the Dibble St Waterhole enabled the surveying of the total
route. Unexpectedly two Tawny Frogmouths were twice seen “hiding in plain sight” on the edge of
the waterhole. Generally, Welcome Swallows, Masked Lapwings, Mudlarks and Figbirds were seen
on the golf course.
Ducks, White-faced Herons and Australian White Ibis were seen feeding on the marshy ponds on
the riverbanks and fields
It was interesting to observe the number of parrot species in Swamp Mahoganies along both
routes.
The generous sharing of knowledge and comradery among participants has made these surveys
very informative and enjoyable. Thank you to all those who attended the Mudlarks surveys over
the past 12 months.

Welcome Swallow in flight

Tawny Frogmouth

Mudlarks: Rosedale Reserve
Alison Gibbs
Since early 2018, a small group of Mudcrabs (Alison
Gibbs, Russell Cail and Kerry Ann O’Reilly) have been
conducting monthly bird surveys at Rosedale Reserve.
This year, we joined forces with the larger Mudlarks
group, posting our collected data on their eBird page.
The early morning surveys were initially intended to
record the numbers and feeding behaviours of birds
within our Rosedale bush care site. They soon grew to
include the adjacent river, mangroves, parks and
playing fields extending from Rosedale Reserve,
Croydon Park to the Korean Club on Brighton Street,
Campsie.
The Galah has an average lifespan of 40 years
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While COVID disrupted the surveys for some months, 2021-22 has been a good year for the birds.
In particular, we have seen a steady increase in small birds (Fairy Wrens, Silver-eyes, Golden
Whistlers and Red-browed Finches) within the bush care site itself as the thorny bushes and
grasses we have planted become established and insect numbers increase. Another exciting first
for us this year was a pair of Brown Goshawks sighted in the mangroves in May.

The elusive Nankeen night heron

Australasian Darter

The Cooks River Catchment Coastal Management Program (CMP)
Claire Wheeler Senior Catchment Officer, Cooks River Alliance
The Cooks River Catchment Coastal Management Program (CMP) is being developed by the Cooks
River Alliance (made up of Canterbury Bankstown, Inner West, Bayside and Strathfield Councils,
and Sydney Water) as well as Burwood and City of Sydney Councils who are partners for the
purpose of developing the CMP. Claire Wheeler, Senior Catchment Officer at the Cooks River
Alliance, is the main contact for the Cooks River Catchment CMP.

In 2021, funding was secured under the Department of Planning & Environment’s Coastal and
Estuary Grant Program - Planning Stream for Stages 2-4 of the CMP, which will allow the CMP
to be completed by mid-2024.
The CMP is currently in Stage 2 where studies are
prepared to fill knowledge gaps and to determine
risks, vulnerabilities and opportunities within the
CMP area. Two studies are currently underway:
developing a Cooks River Report Card Plan, that
will lay the foundation for developing a
catchment-wide Report Card Program, that will
aim to ensure the uniform collection of a wide
range of data that represents the health of the
catchment, rather than just water quality. The
second study is the Condition Assessment of
Waterway Assets, looking at the condition of
assets along the river, including the steel sheet

View from Foord Ave bridge
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piling, in order to develop a priority list of areas requiring restoration and management.
Two more Stage 2 studies, a Biodiversity Assessment and a Coastal Hazards Assessment, are in
the early stage of being developed and should be completed by early 2023.
Stakeholder engagement has continued throughout Stage 2, as staff new to the Cooks River
Alliance re-establish links with working groups.

Poetry slam
Several Mudcrabs attended the Rhythms of the River poetry slam (part of the Wurridgal Festival
held in conjunction with Bankstown Poetry Slam). Ying’s poem so eloquently captured the many
contrasts of the Cooks river.
'What pollutes our minds’, by Ying Chin (@the_harpoet)
In the season of spawning
And I learn, dear River, that
the fish send their seed out to sea
we constricted your throat
They are words seeking sentences
to make room for an airport
their language one the river knows
Removed birds from your vocabulary
all too well—
Scheduled arrivals and departures, forgetting
A longing for what they leave behind
that we cannot control, forgetting
and are yet to find
that pollution, like trauma, is inherited—
A sign tells me that
an oil spill across the mind
'Fish caught in this river should not be eaten
We parted your lips
due to high levels of pollutants', that
not for prayer but for plastic
I should 'release my catch', but
which you held
I do not want to let go
the way you hold everything
of the stories I have found
and I think, about how
in these waters
to be held by water
Stories that would be easier not to swallow
is to be held by history—
but I savour the taste
every drop a former life
salty like mangrove
ocean, river, lake
sweet stench of sewage that subsumes my
lamenting not loss
senses yet does not deter—
but limitless possibility
two ducks basking
In the season of spawning
in dusk's parting glow
we send our stories out to sea
Another sign tells me that
Unrust our tongues
'We belong to the river and it belongs to us'
to speak your language
These are the words of children
and wonder
marking an outdoor classroom
if we can forgive ourselves
for what pollutes our minds
More of Ying’s poetry can be found on her Instagram account (@the_harpoet).
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Financial report for CRVA
Chris Shanley - CRVA Hon Treasurer
Report for 1 July 2021 – 30 June 2022
Balance sheet
Assets
CBA account
TOTAL ASSETS

33,611.36
33,611.36

Liabilities
Unspent Commonwealth Stronger Communities grant
Unspent Hawkes Landcare grant
Unspent Commonwealth Volunteer grant
Commitment to IT upgrades
TOTAL LIABILITIES

8,800.00
3,973.75
5,000.00
2,600.00
20,373.75

Net assets

13,237.61

Income and Expenditure
Operational Income
Bank interest
Membership fees
Donations
Administrative component of Hawkes Landcare grant
Insurance component of Hawkes Landcare grant
Other income
Total operational income

1.40
1,095.00
630.00
1,650.00
550.00
306.00
4,242.40

Income to be spent on Grants
Commonwealth Stronger Communities grant
Commonwealth Volunteer Grant
Hawkes Landcare grant
Total income from grants

8,800.00
5,000.00
11,000.00
24,800.00

TOTAL INCOME

29,042.40

Operational Expenditure
Insurance
Support of affiliated groups
Other expenses
Total operational expenditure ______

915.00
368.90
2,895.01
4,178.91

Expenditure on Grant activities
Hawkes Landcare grant
Inner West Council 2020 Environment Grant
Total expenditure on grant activities

7,026.25
2,800.00
9,826.25

TOTAL EXPENDITURE
Operational surplus
Grants surplus
TOTAL SURPLUS

14,005.16
63.49
14,973.75
15,037.24
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Notes to financial report
• Our overall financial situation remains stable and healthy.
•

We have a generous surplus mainly because we are holding funds to spend on three specific
grants next financial year. Thanks mainly to Gareth Wreford and Peter Munro for managing
these grants.

•

Our expenditures have been limited because we have not spent money on organising events
because of COVID-19 restrictions.

•

We have committed funds for next financial year to continue work on updating IT issues for the
CRVA and Mudcrabs.

•

Current paid membership for CRVA is 105.

•

It will continue to be important to fundraise through donations or other means to supplement
income through membership fees.

CRVA committee, 2021-22
President

Ann Leahy

Vice-president

Jennifer Newman

Secretary

Julie Corkery

Treasurer

Chris Shanley

Public officer

Chris Shanley

Publicity officer

Ann Leahy

Mudcrabs officer

Ranjith Evas

Crab Walkers

Martin Puchert

General committee members:
Gareth Wreford
Jamie Honan
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