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CRVAProgressReport
AnnLealy ¢ President

We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation aw#ditional custodians of the land

and waters along this part of the Cooks River. We pay our respects to Elders past and present and
recognise their deep and ongoing connection to Country.

As volunteers with th€RVA and TredzRONJ 6 &> ¢ SQNB LINRdzR G2 OF NB ¥
YIEGADBS ALISOASaA | yR NBA&G 2NNy Hlora atmh fEuhaWg Ralkigentlya dzLJILJ2 |
in this place, guided by the knowledge that it has been cared for over thousands of generations.
Acknowledging the contributions of our own Elders, we remember two past CRVA presidents,

Jennifer Newman and John Butcher, who sadly passed away during the year (see p. 36).

The highlight of the year was undoubtedly the S a dzR@ Wdnideésay celebration and

book launch(see p 34¢5). Thetirelesswork of TheMudcrabsin establishing andnaintainingl4

bushcare sites} river cleanup sites and 3 bird survey areas is coming to fruition with the return of
nativewildlife to these areas. Politician$! a dzR R A Supp@rtefs gakked the Marrickville Golf
ClubinMarcht@ St SO NI 1S §(KS 3 R&hdrekddiversadykrid ad8eifttgled a ®

good media coveragandAlison Gibbs and Peter Munro present@dession on the histogf the

Mudcrabs at Marrickville Library in May as part of the Inner West Heritage Festival.

Coincidentally, 2025 also marks 100 years of the Cooks River Valley AssociatgiarylTokthe
CRVAwhichbegan life ashe Cooks River Improvement LeadG@®l), can be found ifRiver

DreamsL | Y ¢ BhadlBushisteryiof the Cooks Rivand its people

This year has seeecord numbers of volunteemsttending Mudcrabs working begsometimes

causing oordinatorsto run out of morning teAThe CRVAIso held some memorable and

fascinating piblic presentationsduring the yearincludingDougBensomf @lk onthe Cooks River
mangrovesreports fromour Mudlarksbird groupsand5 AR b 206 f SQ& SQydheyl Ay 3 LIK
fungi Theseoublic talksare advertised on our website and are always well attended.

3
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The CRVExecutivecarried out important and much needeaggradeso our logos for The

Mudcrabs, The Mudlarks and the CRVA, which were digitally remastered and staadandill

formats inpreparation for the production and printing of trenniversarybooklet. This also

provided the opportunity to have the artwork for theshirts and polos updatedMe improved the

supply chain as well so that volunteers and coordinators have plenty of shirts available in different
sizes all year roundNew banners were produced for the anniversary celebrations featuring the
NEYIFAZGSNBR f232a3x 06KAOK KI@S y2a4 tz2ad ye 27F
of some of our muctioved Mudcrabs volunteers.

Clean up
Enjoy nature
Have fun

All ages welcome
mudcrabs.net.au

Due to the intense preparations for the anniversary, we were unable to hold our annual Candles on
the River celebration this year hudear not, it will be back agaim the first half ofnext yeat

Despite community concern and care for the riwee, still seenccasional but frustrating bouts of
vandalismboth in the river and surrounding areas. Large signs have been hurled into the water
along withthe popular litttecommunitylibrary on theSugarMill bridge At Ewen Park, both the
muchneededwater tap and pipeline near our bush care site were badly damaganijith

undertook a vigilant response with Canterbury Council, reporting the incidents and requesting
more action and surveillance to redutieese occurrences.

Sincerethanks go to Hawk@ Breving Companywho continue to suppontis by donating the

proceeds of their weekly raffles to The Mudcrabs. Bupa and Landcare have also greatly contributed
by providing funds for our now very substantial purchases of carefully selected tubestock for our
bush caresites.

Finally, | wish to thank my fellow CRVA Executive members for their hardagarkjitment and
supportduringthis very busy year.

WWwWWw.Crva.org.au



In memorandumt Jennifer Newman and John Butcher
Peter Munro and Ann Leahy

Our beloved and inspirational Jennifer :
Newman passed away after a short battle witl§
pancreatic cancer in Septemb2024. At her
funeral service on the riverbank, The Mudcra
provided flowers gathered from our bush care
sites, and Peter and Ann gave eulogies:

dn losing Jennifer, we lost a friend, a sister, a
educator, a warrior, an elder, an interpreter, aj§
networker, a leader, a loved one and much
more.Jenn was a Wiradjuri woman, but when
she acknowledged this Gadigal/Wahgountry
we are on, she opened our eyes and our mings
She taught us how to see country, and how toy
feel country, to understand the true history of PSS
this country and where we fit in. She taught u The irrepressible mermaid, guardian of the Cooks Rive
. Jennifer Newman
how to appreciate country and how to care fol
this beautiful valley we live idenn led us omany journeys through this country that was taken
from the Gadigal peopleever ceded. She taught us how things were connected and how to see
things as the traditional carers of this land saw them. The journey of a raindrop as it fell to earth,
moved down through the soil and out into the river. How that raindrop nurtured tlaatsl the
fish, the birds and all of the other creatures of this pla¢geter Munro
Not long afterwe lost John Butchera strong e
advocate for the Cooks River aRdesident of
the (RVAfor sevenyears (20122018).

Many great initiatives were undertaken by thg’s
/ wx! dzy RSNJ W2KyQa f S
annual Candles on the River, the container
deposit scheme campaign, the N@wimming
Carnival, the Steel Park Life Savers ¢zodt
campaign, and the CRVA water testing
program Johnadvocated for the concept &
Pemulwuy Trait a walking trail along the
Cooks River, acknowledging Pemulwuy as a
leader of the resistance movement against th John Butcher, tireless campaigner for The Cpoks River ir
English invasion in 1788 and isattributed as trademark orange hat and big smile

the originator of the CRVA slag o\Ve are all

Cooks River People, caring for coumWe acknowledgdisenduring legacy as a man who fought
long and hard to improve the health of the
Cooks River and its environment.

Rest in peace Jenn and John,
we will remember you.

WWwWWw.Crva.org.au



CRVAGrants andFunding

GrantsReceived

2025 Australia Post Grant:

We received &2,000community
grant from Australia Pogb support
our bush regeneration work along
the Cooks RivefThis granis helping
us toplant more native species in
key areag improving biodiversity,
supporting local wildlife, and making
our riverbanks greener and more
resilient.Volunteers at the Ewen
parkbushsitecan be seen here
replanting out the popular area

around the sandstone seatinghich [E ! B4 e et

Grant Recipient
2025

had been eroded by heavy rain. : ' ()

BupalLandcare2024

Developing Green Connectivignd Bush bird Habitabn T

he Cooks River

The CRVA received a gram2024from Bupa/Landcare for $5,000 which is being used to source
native plants for all The Mudcrabs bushcare sites. These plants are carefully selected by botanist
Doug Benson to suit the specific requirements of esitdhandachieve the best outcome in

attracting birds and native wildlife to these sites.

Grants Pendingh\pprovalas of 30 June 2025

2025 Community Building Partnerships

With the support of Canterbury Bankstown Council, the CRVA has applied for $20,000 through the
Community Building Partnerships program to install sandstone seating at Boat Harbour, Hurlstone
Park. If successful Council will manage the installation.

2024¢25 Stronger Communities PrograrRound 9

The CRVA happliedfor $20,000 to create a native garden through the Stronger Communities
Program. If successful, the funding will be used to naturalise the patch of land on the south side of
the river, west of the Karool Avenue footbridge and the existing Sydney Watdmgjarast of

Cup and Saucer Creek.

202425 Volunteer Grant

The CRVA has applied for $5,000 through the Volunteer Grants program. The volunteer grant
program has changed priorities and no longer supports equipment for volunteers. If successful, the
funding will cover our insurance and IT costs.

WWwWWw.Crva.org.au



Advocacy
Gareth Wrefod

Cooks River Community Collective

In 2025 the CRVA joined the newly formed Cooks River Community Coll¢CR@C). THReRCC
brings together a diverse range of community stakeholders with an interest in the Cooks River
catchment. TIs provides an opportunity to managend balanceommunityexpectations and
concernsallowing all perspectives to be heard and considered. Wiikdlengingit will be

valuable tohave a forumwhere peopleand organisationsan meet hearS I OK  Zanée@NID &
and work through some gential solutions.

The CRCC aims to meet every couple of monthssgsidnningto holda Cooks RiveaEommunity
Forumin late 2025.Anyone interested in the river is welcome to attend theseetings. We thank
the Cooks River Alliance for providitg CRCC wittnuch-needed secretarisupport

Inner West Council

Kendrickand Steel Park Lighting

Marrickville and Tempe residents, and the Inner West Council (IWC) secured $1.6m in the 2025
NSW State Budget to install lighting along the Cooks River between Kendrick arféhfizel

The CRVA acknowledges and supports the community and Godeasile to improve safety and
accessibilityThechallenge in urban settirsgs to balancethese priorities with consideration for
wildlife andthe beauty of the river and its parksspecially when the Inner West Council has
invested considerable resourcescreate diverse native habitat along the river. Depending on the
seasonpedestrians are unlikely to be commutitage at night and may prefeto enjoy the night

sky andhe occasional enamter with Tawny Frogmou#) bats and possums. We also know that
nighttime light pollution is &ey driver of insect deaths

The CRVAasrecenty monitoredthe installation of solar lighting along the Cooks River by
Strathfield and Burwood Councils. In both casles installedlighting did not meet the Australian
Dark Sky Alliance (ADSA) criteria for wildlife. More recentiyhave advocated ADS#proved
lighting as part of the Canterbury Bankstown Council upgrades to Ewen Park, and seen Bayside
Council install bollard lighting in Barton Park.

The CRVA has written to the IWC and local member Jo Haylen to request that the lighting to be
installed between Kendrick and Sté@rks isADSAapproved for wildlife This includes making the
lights motionactivated so they are only on when needed amd switched off altogether between
10pm and 6am.

Canterbury Bankstown Council

Nature Stripand Adopt-a-Garden Policy
Prior to the amalgamation of NSW Councils,
the previous Canterbury Council had an
Wl RLBGTOKQ AO0KSYS GKS
could, with Council approval, take care of a
local park. With the 2016 amalgamationto  §
create Canterbury Bankstown Council (CBC),
the scheme was lost. After many years of CR

expanded nature strip garden guidelines th
< o & g & 1% N A % N HiL M A 11
nowA y Of dzR S uKsS -éELUuI\MQS/y The roadside reserve on the corner of Melford and Canb
{GNBSGazs | dzNI ad2y-&83 1t NRNFyEQ A&A S ©IN
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Once adopted, the new guidelines should reduce potential conflict between Council and residents
wanting to make a positive difference to their local environment. The adegdrden policy also

fills the gap between Council maintenance dhd coordinated working bees on more formal
Mudcrabs sites.

Ewen Park Plagpace Path and Lighting

In response to CRVA advocacy, Canterbury Bankstown Council has reduced (but not eliminated)
the use of sofffall rubber surfacing, and increased tree plantingts plans for theewen Park play
space Council has also agreed to reduce the path width from the proposed 4m along the river,
which will preserve the majority of young trees planted in this area. We are yet to see if the
proposed path lighting will be Australian Dark Sky Alliance approvedltiife.

Lees Park Path Widening

Canterbury Bankstown Council consulted on a proposal to widepdheat Lees Parkom 2.5 to

4md ¢ KS /wx! Qa4 NBalLkRyasS gla O2yaraidSyid gA0K 2dzN
While we support active transport linkihe Lees Park path section to be widened is quite short

and will create bottlenecks at either end when the path moves from 4m back to, p&entially

increasing the risk of negative cyclist and pedestrian interactimasisport for NSW has at least

one observational study showing path widening can cause more problems than it solves as cyclists

tend to go faster and the 'visual contract' between cyclist and pedesisaost.

The CRVA also suggested that additioresds be planted long the pathway at Lees Park (beyond

the six proposellto create shade without affecting thglaying field.

Tasker ParlPrecinct Upgrades
Canterbury Bankstown Council consulted on the propokasker Park Precinct Upgradéée
CRVA respondedptingthe lack of landscapingncludingtree planting and plans testablish a
riparian zone along the riverbankhis omission runs contrary @anterbury Bankstown Council's
Campsie Master Plamhichshows Tasker Park with a 'Cooks River Foreshore Landscape
Management Area' along the riverbankgcluding'upgrades and naturalisation of the river edge'
Tasker Parkwhichcurrently has 5.6% canopy coy&rould require 288 new treet® achievethe
40%canopycover it requiresunder this plan.

The CRVA is supportive of upgrades to sporting and recreational infrastruetaveever, we are
concerred aboutthe possible use of artificial turf or softfall rubber (rubber crumb) surfaktes.
unclear whethethese materialwvill form partof the proposed Tasker Pankgrade This is
important asthere are bans on these
materials in the European Uni@nd a
concerted campaign to stop their uge
NSW Councils around Australia are
removing these surfacetue tosolid
evidencethat they increase micrdpstic £
pollution in waterwayswWK A £ S/
response acknowledged feedbaak e
these issuesye are yet to see any
revised plans for the precinct.

C2NJ Y2NB 2y K S8licy v
input, seepages 3239.

Opening the new cycleway under the river at Canterbury

8
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https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/planning-and-building/upcoming-projects/ewen-park-play-space
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https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/tasker-park-precinct-upgrades
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/campsie-masterplan/adoption-campsie-town-centre-master-plan

Connecting Our Community and Amplifying Our Impact
Chris Rapp

The past year has seen significant growth and stability adosirabs/CRVA communication
channels, strengthening our ability to engage with our community and further our mission. Our
digital footprint continues to expand, reflecting a healthy and active interest in our work.

Email Engagement Growth

OurMudcrabs email subscriber ligtas shown impressive growth, now standing80

subscribers This marks a substantial increase from under 450 subscribers just two years ago. A
notable surge in interest followed the release of fllee Mudcrab0" anniversary bookleand its
accompanying events, highlighting the power of engaging content and germmahunityinterest

in the healthof the Cooks River

We primarily uséMailerLite for our bulk email communications, ensuring our over 680 subscribers
receive timely updates and event reminders. This translates to a robust email outreacloveith
10,000 emails sent per montha figure that continues to grow. For more direct communications
and secure cloud storage of large files, vee Gmailfor both CRVA and Mudcrabs operations.

Stable Website, Strong Traffic

Our website, successfully-matformed some time ago, remains a stable and reliable hub with no
reported performance issues. In the past year, the site welco&)@@7 visitors consistently
attractingover 600 visitors per monthThis steady traffic underscores the website's role as a vital
resource for information and engagement.

Our most popular pages visited reflect key areas of community interest:

The Mudcrabs

About

Mudcrabs Calendar

Water Quality

Mudcrabs- Working Bees

Common Plants of the Cooks River Valley

The Mudlarks

Contact

Get Involved

Cup & Saucer Creek Wetlands

Visitors primarily discover our website through search engines and social medi&; odgtile.com,
Facebook.comGoogle.com.auBing.com, and Instagram.coiyeing our top five referrers.

= =8 =4 4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -8 -4

Growing Social Media Presence

Our social media presence continues to expand, Wahebook(2,500 followersyhowing

consistent growth in engagement. Olmstagramaccount has also seen positive development,

now over 360 followersn just over 12 months. These platforms are crucial for reaching a broader
audience and fostering a dynamic community around our initiatives.

Future Communications Focus

Looking ahead, our focus for communication will be on enriching the content and functionality of
our communication platforms to further enhance community engagement and awareness. Key
areas of development include:

WWwWWw.Crva.org.au
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Expanding Worksite Information:
Providing more detailed information, maps, activity logs, and flora/fauna lists for each worksite.

Enhancing User Interaction:
Actively seeking feedback from our subscribers to tailor our content and improve their experience.

Updating Cooks River Information:

Regularly refreshing content related to special events (walks, cycle trips, exhibits), the
Mudcrabs/Mudlarks Calendar, litter and water quality data, and site documentation, including
potential video content on YouTube.

Activity Metrics:
Continuing tatrack our activities and their impact.

Realtime pageviews

4

pageviews in the last hour

Website engagement 1/07/2422-07/25

Highlighting Future Sites:
Providing information on upcoming cleap, bushcare/landcare, and Mudlarks surveys.

Emphassing Connectivity:
lllustrating the importance of our work in relation to creating wildlife corridors that connect to the
Greenway, Wolli Creek valley and other adjoining green spaces.

Strengthening Partnerships:

Fostering continued interaction with related groups such as CRA, IWEG, Greenway, local councils
and Sydney Water to improve our collective impact.

By focusing on these areas, we aim to continue building a robust and responsive communication
framework that supports the Mudcrabs/CRVA mission and fosters a deeper connection with our
community.

Weeds of the Cooks River Valley
Weeding is the primary activity of The Mudccrabs volunteers, therefore {
correct dentification of priority weeds and applying the right stratégy
their removal is a key strategy for the bushcare sites. There is now avery = ¥
helpful page on th&€RVA websiteith a list of the most common weegds =y
their species name and significance for removal. This is in the process of |
updated to also includanclude photographs of species and removal
techniques.
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The Mudcabs Report
Ranjith Evas

The Mudcrabs celebratettheir 20" anniversary this year
with the publication of a commemorative booklet and a
memorablebirthday party.Over these 20 yearsur
volunteer group has become a significant environnant
forcein the Inner West andsouthwestof Sydney, thanks
to the hard work and commitment of our site
coordinators and volunteers.

.

The. Mudcrabs \

P

, <l
s G

Our 20" anniversary celebration and book launch was
held at Marrickville Golf Club on 15 March, 2025 (see ps¢
13-14). We are lucky to have Alison Gibbs, an
accomplished authoand editor, as one of our site ol ~ N
coordinators. Alison researched and wrote the book with the | g |

help of Peter Munro and together they sourced funding for its
production and the birthday event. Thank you to everyone or
the organising committee for planning and executihg party s
to perfection.

)

Ourend-of-yeargettogether was held at Hurlstone Memorial
Reserve Centrim Hurlstone Parlon Decembel (see pagel).

Thank youo Russell Cail, Farah Abdi, Alison Tran and Peter
Goss (CB council staff) for making this event successful. Ou fm—
veteran volunteer Hans Beck was recognised duringp#rey for his services to Mudcrabs with a
Yoldertgardening toal

Thelong-awaitedCanterbury bridge underpasgenedon 20
December 2024 after being closed for more than a yéhe Fi
reopening has made the life of pedestrians and commutinde#
cyclistsmucheasier and ourClose Stleanupteam isonce
again ablgo accesgshe area. Thank yoto Canterbury
Banlstown Councifor completing thigprojectwhich has
been inthe Yo hard baskeffor decades.

Unfortunately, there wasa lot of vandalism
near the SugaMill this year. Waste bins,
bollards and sign posts werepeatedly
thrown into the river. The litter boom was
frequently sabotagedwith the cutting of the
chain and shackle used to attach it to the
shore. Luckilythis stupidity seems to have
stopped for now. Please keep an eye out fc
suspicious activityn this area and report it
to Canterbury Bankstownddncil andthe
police.My thanks to theCooks River
Alliance andCouncil staff fortheir prompt
responses to my emails and repairs.

8:36 - 56 €3

Hurlstone Park
September 2024 11:31a
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In May,the SavingScape®xhibition, heldby a local
I NI A & G & atth©rewIydhéEy Bikegt Salleim
Marrickville generouslycontributed 10%of salesto

TheMudcrabs. We were also the recipiemf a i
People of the Pogrant from Australia Post this year |
thanks to an applicatiopreparedby Ann Leahy.

~e

Our volunteers participated ithe Landcaredeating
Canopiesevent held at Younger Avenue, Earlwood
May. This is the second event in the area upstream
from our Souttbank site. Once the sapliapave
grown, this area will surely become a habitat for
native faunaTheMudcrabs were also one of the
winners ofL y' SNJ 2§ aAnW ILa@Wumé\ef ( Peter and Julie accept the Amy Large Volunteer A
Awards and weare grateful fortheir recogntion.

e AL

| personally wish tahankeveryonewho comesto our working beesmaking TheMudcrabs the
vibrant andsuccessfuvolunteergroup it is today. Our site coordinatod® anincrediblejob setting
up, packing up andrganising toolsndplants Without them, there would be no Mdcrabs
events.

All our activities aréensuredand our funding secured through our partnership witle Cooks River
Valley Association. A special thank youhe Executive ofthe CRVA for being strong supporters of
TheMudcrabs. Our website and Mailerlite system is maintained by Chris, Réppdoesa

splendid job as oun-houselT administrator.

Special hanks go tothe Marrickville GolfQub and President Andrew Tighe for supporting our work
along the riveras wellastd | ¢ { $e@iaig Company andeRrand Leisure Cantre faheir
continued support of our workhrough their Wednesday nighaffles.

Biannual Landcare Forum
Ann Leahy and Peter Munro

The Mudcrabs were invited to speak at the Biannual
Landcare Forum on the then&urviving and Thriving in the
Urban Environment.
Peter spoke to the meeting and outlined how the Mudcrabs
started, and highlighted some of our achievements during ¥ —
our 20 year history including: in2005

1 A strong, active, committednd growing community :

group¢ over 600on the mailing list

1 Over 17,000 bags of litter removed fratme Cooks
Riverc 3,866¢cubic meters
14 bushcaresites maintained every month
Over 36,000 native plantings along the river

= =4

Peter addressing the paéked'forum

12
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Alison Gibbs

In March, we marked 20 years since the founding of the Mudcra
Cooks River Eco Volunteers with the publication of a Colabaiini 20 Yaitrs
commemorative booklet and a birthday celebration at Marrickvill| THE MUE)CRABS
Golf Club by the river. Cooks River Eco Volunteers

2005- 200

The project was 18 months in the planning. Peter Munro had be
compiling a simple history/chronology of The Mudcrabs on the
CRVA website. In 2023, he discussed turning his research into
book with fellow Mudcrab, author and editor, Alison Gibbs. Aliso
suggested producing an illustrated booklet instead, to coincide ¥«
gAGK ¢KS d"drRiCenshnbim 2025 HWith CRVA approvel
she and Peter spent the next six months seeking funding for bot ==
the publication and a community event. Grants were received =
from the NSW State GovernmeriocalCommunity Small Grants
Scheme) through the offices tafcal memberslo Haylen (Summer
Hill) and Sophie Cotsis (Canterbuay)d Inner West Council, while the Cooks River Alliance, Sydney
Water and the staff of Choice Magazine made generous donations.

Producing tle Booklet

Alison began work on the book in early 2024, building on the research that Peter had previously
done. Over the next six months, she conducted more #h@mterviews and questionnaires with
Mudcrabs, past and present, local historians, council staff and friends of our founder, the late Chris
Bartlett. Together, she and Peter sourced hundreds of photographs and records, many of which

g SNB &0 2 NB R mé ¢ompuisrg. [fe indl dnankis2ript ran to 44 pages, covering the
adzRONJI 0 & Q dzy A lj defebr&ingitha Actfievémie@shoBourlvoluRteets.

The Book Launch/Birthday Party

On Saturday, March 15, 2025me200 Muddies and friends gathered at Marrickville Golf Club to

OSt SONI UGS ¢ K$irthdayzH IizNdok ia®launched by broadcaster and Mudcrab

Bernie Hobbs and distributed to all Mudcrabs volunteers free of charge in recognition of their
contribution. Organised by a subcommittee of CRVA executive members and site coordinators, the
party included a catered smorgasbord, musicTym Hume performance poetry by Ying Chin, a

raffle with prizes donated by Hawkes Brewiranpany and tours of our adjacent®gee

bushcare site. Among the guests and speakers were elected officials Jo Haylen, Sophie Cotsis, Inner
West Mayor Darcy Byrne and the retiring Federal Member for Barton, Linda Burney who was
presented with CRVA life membership on the day.

Media and Publicity

The booklet and anniversary received good media coverage and publicity. Alison was interviewed
by Craig Reucassell on the ABC Radio Sydney (702) and Danny Chifley and2dER public talk

with Peter Munro atMarrickville Library as part of the Inner West Heritage Festival. The event was
covered in the newsletters of local councils, organisations and state MPs, and Jo Haylen, Member
for Summer Hill, moved a motiaf recognition and thanks to The Mudcrabs in the New South

State Parliament. The booklet now in the local history collections of the National Library of
Australig New South Wales State Libraaynd local council€Copies are also available from local
libraries, Gleebooks Dulwich Hill or on application to the CRVA.

13
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MUDCRABSITE REPORTS

RosedaleReserve
Russell Cail

Over the past yearve increased our program of
card-boarding and mulching to suppress the weec
and conserve moisture in the belief that we wouldgs
have some haqtdry conditions over summer.
However, while the weather was very hot and at |
times quite dry, there has also been a lot of rain
which encourage@verythingto grow.

Our site continues to mature well, as can be seen
the view east along the river, downstream from
the Byron Streefootbridge. As a general
observation, the site from the end of Hampton
Street, east, to the Korean club (which comprises
approximately half the site) isell undercontrol 4
and only needsegular weeding, some pruning of
trees off the line of sight of the oil pipeline which &
is buried beside the footpattand the occasional *
replacement of dead and fallen trees. One sectia
of bracken, incorporamng a variety of trees and
bushesjs especially pleasing, as it has taken on
more natural look.

However, the situation travelling west towards the
Byron St foot bridge is not as rosy, witlfesv

areas of poonativecoverage allomwmgthe
unchecked growth of weeds. Accordingly, it is in
these areas, particularly along the fence line, tha
have continued to concentrate our efforts on
weeding, mulching and densely planting out the
bare patches. Hopefully, once they develop, the
areaswill attract further wildlife, especially
smaller birdsby providing cover and food source
(insects, seeds, nectagtc.). For exampleHg. 3
shows a section of the site which we have
mulched and planted witpecies such dsottle of e
brushes, tea trees, hop bushes and banksias. Th Fig3  Infill patches
lower, wetter parts have been plantegiith a mixture ofJuncus spgricina nodos&nobby club

rush) andGahnia clarkefsword grass).

On a positive note, one area where we planted some harsh ground fdgmolepis muelle);

along one of the tracks down to the frog ponds, has developed spectacularly; the ferns have
thrived and the whole areglanted with tea trees, melaleucas and grassegradually being
transformed.Other ferns have sprung up in the shaded and moist conditi(fig.4)

We continued weeding and mulching around the frog ponds but there remains much work to do in
this area; we have large invasions of couch anddtadtiato deal with. It is a source of some
frustration, but the frogs seem to be quite happy! | have decided that it is time for a new approach,
one thatconsiderghe fact that, whenever the river floods, a new batch of weeds invade the area.
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Fig 1 Overview from bridge

Fig 2 Naturalised section, eastern end
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To this end, | have begun to plant more bushes/,
trees such as callistemons, near the ponds tha
will provide shade and protection to the ponds
but also be able to be more easily weeded
around.

For the Mudcrabs 20birthday celebrations in
March, at Marrickville golf club we were please
to be able to supply some plants to adorn our
info gazebo. There were not many plants in
flower at thetime, but we managed to find someg
kangaroo apple berriesjibertia scandengnake |
vine), tea tree blooms and kennedia vines whicf
gave ad 3 NB @nywigohidental effect.
The bird watching program, that is organised by
Alison Gibbs at Rosedale has proven to be a source of inspiration. Our observations help to
reinforce some of our plant selections.

Fig 4 Ferns

The future:We will continue our work on #ill planting, withan emphasis on planting more
grasses such as kangaroo gradsefnedaaustralig, barbed wire Cymbopogon refractysand
wallaby grasse@nthonia spjp in the hope of attracting more small seedting birds, as well as
encouragnginsects such as butterflies (which may, in turn, attract more bi(@sj. 5)

We will also plant more saltbush species, especially along the footpath where the conditions tend
to be very dry and hot, as well as planting more rushes and sedges on the lower, damper parts of

the site. In addition, we will establishore hop bushes¥odonaea triquetrato try and attract king

parrots. Furthermore, we will redouble our efforts around the frog ponds (as | indicated earlier in

the text), to try and get on top of the weeds there.
In the last 12 months our volunteers put in about 36§
hours of work at our regular working bees, together
with a further >200 hours spent during the week by
some volunteers. We collected &ags of weeds
which were sent to waste, plus we created quite a
few, very large piles of weeds (>16)mwhich had
not gone to seed), as part of our policy to limit the
numberof bags being disposed of as waste. We ho
that these piles will eventually mulch down.
As always, on behalf of the Rosedale Reserve grou
Joy and | would like to acknowledtiee assistance
and support of CanterburpankstownCouncil,

LI NI A Odzt F NY¥ & t SGSN) D2aa
Group) with whom we liaise closely, the support of
the Cooks River Valley Association (CRVA) and of
course all the Mudcrabs who so generously give up
their time andenergy to weed, mulch and plant
Many of our plants were provided by a generous & *
Bupa/Landcare grant tdhe Mudcrabs. Fig 5

o

Native gasses
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TempeSalt Marsh
Russell Calil

Salt marshes are an important and endangered ecological community that form on the landward
side of mangrovesOccasionally inundated by the tides, th@pvide valuable habitat for fish,
crustaceanand birds.The Tempe salt marsh was constructed by Canterbury City Council in 2007
and has ken maintained by the Mudcrabs since 2011. The marsh resgénerates
spontaneouslyrequiring only occasional weeding, while gw@rounding banks andsland€are

tended by The Mudcrabs who meet tme first Saturday of the month to remove weeds, muich

and plantindigenoudrees, shrubs and grasses.

Althoughrelativelysmall, the site igjuite complex. The environment on the islands is particularly
harsh. The trees suck the moisture out of the soil, and the salty winds which sweeptaerass
seriously impact the growing conditions.

This year, our constant efforts to remove the weeds egulant vegetation haveesulted in

positiveand sustainedmprovementswith about half of our working beesver the past 12 months
cancelled due to rain or a lack obrk to be done.

When | first assumed responsibility for the salt marsh site, | attempted to grow all the plants that |
thought would grow in a coastal environment. For example, | planted coastal tea trees
(Leptospermum laevigatuma variety of banksias (including coastal banl&sksia integrifolia
bottlebrushes Callistemon sppand native rosemaryNestringia fruticosa Unfortunately, none of

these plantings proved successful in the longer term, in the very demanding and inhospitable
conditions on theisland©Camsequently in the last 12 months, | have startadrial ofplanting

wattlesin the hope that theseapidy growing,colonizing, nitroge#ixingspecies wilbe able to

compete and survive. This strategy has proved to be very successful (fingers crossed). So far, all the
wattles (Acacia longifoliaA. longifolia v.sophoraéy. rorlbunda andA. falcata) are growmg well.

We are also continuing our program of card [

boarding and mulching to suppress weeds ang

conserve moisturgFig. 1)| am also planting
more of thosespecieghat are growing well
such adMelaleuca nodosandKunzea
ambigug to form a denseunderstoryto
protect small birds and animals.

A new initiative this year has been the
construction of d&reshwaterpondasa type of
oasis on the firsislando collect rainwater
and provide fresh water fowildlife. To achieve
this, | sank a child's sandpit into the ground
and sloped the surrounding soil towards the - X :
pond. | then covered the slopes with heavy duty Figl  Mulching and planting of the islands
black plastic, to increase the available surface area for collecting rainwéten ¢overed the
plastic with a thin layeof mulch to make it more aesthetically pleasing. The pisnuov
surrounded byMelaleuca nodos#rees,wattles and rushes which | hope will grow and provide
shelter.

In summary, we have good control over the whsite, and the area is now fairly sestistaining,
with minimal weeding and intervention needed. The health of the mé#ssif continues to be
excellent with a typical mix of salt marsh spe@ash asamphire §arcocornia quinquefloya
austral seablite$ueda austral)s streaked arrow gras3(iglochin striaturhand marine couch
(Sporobulus virginicyslt is also home to lots of invertebrates (crabs and snails) which are
attracting many wading birds.

We will continue tancreaseunderstoryplantings on the siteandimprowve the biological diversity
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on the margins beside the footpath and the road.

I would like to thank PeteGosswho is our regular contact at Canterbury Bankstown Council. He
has providednanyplants and much appreciated advidevould also like to acknowledgleat

many ofour plantshavebeenprovided by a generous Bupa/Landcare grantite Mudcrabs.

In the lastl2 months 27 volunteersspent over 70 hours on site. We removed 5 bags of waeds
flotsam, and created several piles of mulch from weeds thal hat gone to seed.

18th Tee Bushcare site, Marrickville Golf Course
Chris Rapp, Doug Benson and Peter Munro

Three years into its genesis, the 18th

Tee site (starteih May 2022) is

showing very strong growth and

regeneration of native plants. This

multi-tiered areajust west of the

Marrickville golf clubhouse is an

enchanting Mudcrabs site.

The sitecontainsa number ofdistinct

environments, from a shady, damp

gully to sunny sandstone ridges with

large native figs. The initial plantings

are all doing welt especially the

Acacias, Banksias and remnant native

grasses (inc. Microlaena) and vines

(Native Grape)We are still having a

battle with Madeirainfestation,but New plantings thriving around the Moreton Bay Fig

we now know how to tackle it successfully.

We have almost doubled the size of our original site by adding new regeneratedvaressboth

ground covers and shrubs are thriving after the last few seasons of above average iEiefd.

new stands of native shrubs andderstorywill go a long way towards the reinstatement of native

Cooks River Valley bushland areas which will provide greater amenity to all users of the

Marrickville Golf Course.

The site now spans the exposed

hilltop alongside the 8th Fairway

down through varied terrainsto  §

the Cooks River. The areas added;

in partnership withSydney

Landcarearethrivingand weare

now seeing the return of bird

species as well ashealthy

expansion of the original planting

The monthly working bee .

continues to draw good numbers -4

and we have plenty of activities to

suit all levels of skill and ;

enthusiasm. 2025 has seéme

regular attendance of Duke of

Edinburgh studentsrhose hard work anénthusiasmhave been muclappreciated (especially

whentackling the Madeira/ine on the hilltop).

As well as the valuable contribution of local volunteers, we have received great support from the
18
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