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A Guide to the Trees on 
Marrickville Golf Course

Pictures, identification information and stories about the 

different trees you can see on the Marrickville Golf Course, 

Sydney. 

by Doug Benson Honorary Research Associate, National 

Herbarium of NSW, Botanic Gardens of Sydney, with photos by 
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This Guide to the Trees on Marrickville Golf Course(MGC) 

has been prepared as part of  the CRVA - Mudcrabs Cooks 

River Eco Volunteers program to highlight the biodiversity and 

improve the natural habitats of the Golf Course, in cooperation 

with MGC management.

As many of the 32 trees featured are also planted as street trees 

in surrounding suburbs this guide is likely to be of wider general 

applicability beyond the golf course. 
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INDEX TO TREE SPECIES GROWING ON MARRICKVILLE GOLF COURSE 2026

Scientific name Common name

Local Cooks River native species ς green background

1 Acmena smithii Lilly Pilly

2 Angophora costata Smooth-barked Apple

3 Avicennia marina Grey Mangrove

4 Banksia serrata Old Man Banksia

5 Casuarina glauca Swamp Oak

6 Eucalyptus pilularis Blackbutt

7 Eucalyptus punctata Grey Gum

8 Eucalyptus robusta Swamp mahogany

9 Eucalyptus saligna Sydney Blue Gum

10 Eucalyptus sideroxylon Mugga Ironbark

11 Ficus rubiginosa Port Jackson Fig

12 Melaleuca linariifolia Snow-in-summer

13 Melaleuca styphelioides Prickly-leaved Paperbark

14 Melia azedarach White Cedar

15 Syncarpia glomulifera Turpentine

Other Australian species - cream background

16 Brachychiton acerifolius Illawarra Flame Tree

17 Casuarina cunninghamiana River Oak

18 Corymbia maculata Spotted Gum

19 Corymbia citriodora Lemon-scented Gum

20 Ficus microcarpa var. hillii Hills Weeping Fig

21 Flindersia australis Australian Teak

22 Grevillea robusta Silky Oak

23 Lophostemon confertus Brush Box

EXOTIC, non-Australian species ς pink background

24 Araucaria heterophylla Norfolk Island Pine

25 Erythrina x sykesii Coral Tree

26 Harpephyllum caffrum Kaffir Plum

27 Jacaranda mimosifolia Jacaranda

28 Lagunaria patersonia Norfolk Island Hibiscus

29 Magnolia grandiflora Magnolia

30 Salix babylonica Weeping Willow

31 Triadica sebifera Chinese Tallow tree 

32 Ulmus parvifolia Chinese elm

Small tree weed species not described in 

text

African Olive, Privet, Camphor laurel, 

Mulberry, Golden Wreath Wattle

Trees on the Marrickville Golf Course
Marrickville Golf Course is in the Inner West suburb of Marrickville. It 

covers an area of about 20 hectares, largely grassy fairways and greens, 

but including a frontage of 1.5 km to the Cooks River as well as bands 

of trees between fairways, and remnant and revegetated bushland 

associated with prominent sandstone outcrops. Other trees have been 

planted at different times in the past and provide tangible connections 

with earlier times including 19th Century plantings associated with the 

Clubhouse.

Tree diversity on the Golf Course contributes significantly to its 

landscape, and include at least 18 species, mostly Australian natives, 

including a lot of local natives, as well as many smaller shrubs and 

groundcover plants. Some have grown back from remnants of the 

original flora which included Blackbutts, Angophoras, Grey Gums and 

Swamp Oaks. Many trees are a result of efforts particularly over the 

last 20 years to provide natural habitats, rehabilitate degraded sites and 

improve the general amenity of the area- now enjoyed by a wide range 

of local people. 
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Local Cooks River Vegetation

On the lands of the Gadigal people before it was cleared for agriculture in the 

19th century, there would have had floodplain forest with trees of Swamp Oak 

Casuarina glauca and Swamp Mahogany Eucalyptus robusta along the river 

edge providing bark for canoes. Eucalypt forest and woodland with Blackbutt 

Eucalyptus pilularis and smooth-barked Angophora costata on the sandstone 

hillsides provided tools and weapons. 

There is no evidence for any Mangroves being upstream of Tempe at that 

time, and as a result of the dam at Tempe at the Princes Highway, built in the 

1830s, any tidal flow was stopped and the river upstream became freshwater 

or brackish. A 19th photo looking towards the clubhouse (right) shows bare 

sandstone hillsides with a few remaining (probably Casuarina) trees, and 

Phragmites reeds along the waterôs edge. 

More Information on the Cooks River vegetation can be found in Missing Jigsaw 

Pieces: the Bushplants of the Cooks River Valley - see References at end.
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History of Marrickville Golf Course

The 19th Riverside rural estate with its grand house (now 

incorporated into the Clubhouse) looking south over the Cooks 

River became part of the 10.8 ha public Riverside Park 

(Beauchamp St to Bruce St) in 1911 (right). 

In 1940, despite public opposition, development of a 9-hole 

course began, and expanded to 18 holes in 1953 including lands 

dredged from the Cooks River and part of Canterbury across 

Wardell Rd. In 2022, a new 21-year lease was secured and the 

Club is currently undergoing a $6 million clubhouse renovation 

supported by the federal government.
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MGC landscape and soils

Sandy river sediments originally laid down about 250 million 

yearsago formed Sydney's characteristic Hawkesbury 

Sandstone, and underlies MGC. It is exposed around the 18th 

Tee Revegetation Site cliffs and on the Beauchamp St Heights 

as weather worn sandstone blocks and at Wave Rock as rock 

shelves and benches. 

In other places it has been covered by earth dredged from the 

River during widening (shells may be found) or by 

laterearthworks to build up the tees and fairways.

Where the natural soil occurs it is sandy, generally well 

drained, and suitable for revegetation with native plants. Rock 

outcrops have been good places to regeneratewith local native 

species. Fill soils however may be clayey and poorly-drained 

providing more restrictions with plant choices.
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Re-establishing natural vegetation and 

wildlife habitat

Various long-term vegetation and planting projects are underway 

in different parts of the Golf Course to replant native plants and 

improve natural habitats particularly for birds. These include 

revegetation projects by The Mudcrabs Environmental Group at 

sites at 18th Tee (right) and Wave Rock, as well as Inner West 

Council. These projects have generated interest in the plants and 

birds of the area. 



8

18th Tee 

2022

2025 2025

2022



9

Maps of Marrickville Golf Course showing 

fairway numbers and some sites of interest. 

LH MAP: Place names used for tree locations (Nth to Sth) 

include Old north bank; Greenway link; Pickering Punt; 

Hordernian Fig; Wardell Rd crossing;

 RH MAP: Wave Rock walk; 18 Tee Revegetation site; 

Clubhouse; Beauchamp St Heights; Entry Avenue; Clubhouse 

Flats; Southern Riverside Path (Mangrove walk). Not all are 

labelled on map. Red stars indicate vegetation clumps.
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Trees origins - native or exotic

Trees on MGC include both native and introduced 

species but at the bush revegetation sites we only plant 

species native to the Cooks River area. 

However, in other places, there are trees native to other 

parts of Sydney and/or Australia, as well as some 

exotic species from overseas. Some have historical 

value as specimen trees but others are environmental 

weeds. MGC aim is for current and future plantings to 

be of native Australian species. 

Trees on the following pages are grouped 

alphabetically by scientific name into:

  Cooks River native species - green shading

 Other Australian species - yellow shading

  Exotic i.e. non-Australian species - pink shading
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1. Acmena smithii 

Lilly Pilly

Acmena smithii (family Myrtaceae), Lilly Pilly is a small 

tree with smooth to slightly flaky bark, opposite glossy-

above leaves with oil glands and white or pinkish globular 

fruit 10-20 mm diam in early winter. Occurs in coastal 

rainforest and moist forest. 

Acmena has been used ornamentally for many years (e.g. 

MGC 14th Fairway,  Old North Bank - pictured) but 

recently similar species including Syzygium paniculatum 

have been promoted, some for hedging and topiary.

Acmena smithii


