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CRVA Progress Report 

Ann Leahy ς President 

We acknowledge the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation as the Traditional Custodians of the lands 
and waters along this part of the Cooks River. As volunteers with the Cooks River Valley Association 
and The Mudcrabs, we are all Cooks River people, caring for country. 

One of the highlights of the year was our community forum, "What's Making Our River Sick ς and 
What Can We Do About It?", which attracted a capacity audience in November (see full report on 
pages 11-14). The enthusiasm and concern expressed by participants has strengthened community 
calls for councils and government to address the major challenges facing the river, including poor 
water quality, extensive sheet-steel piling, and the concrete channelisation of many sections of the 
river. We look forward to continuing these conversations at another public forum planned for this 
November. 

The Mudcrabs continue to thrive, with record numbers of volunteers attending our monthly 
working beesτsometimes stretching the morning tea supplies to their limits! It is heartening to 
see so many people willing to roll up their sleeves and care for the river. 

The CRVA also hosted several outstanding public talks during the year. More than 120 people 
attended historian Paul Irish's fascinating presentation on his book Hidden in Plain View: The 
Aboriginal People of Coastal Sydney. We also welcomed botanist Doug Benson, who shared his 
extensive knowledge of the trees of the Marrickville Golf Course, along with other inspiring guest 
speakers. 

After a break, we were delighted to revive our much-loved Candles on the River celebration. This 
magical community event brings hundreds of people together on the banks of the river at 
Marrickville Golf Course overlooking the kayak launch. At sunset, colourful handmade paper boats 
carrying flickering candles are launched with the assistance of The River Canoe Club, while families 
picnic on the riverbank and the music of Mangrove Swamp drifts across the river. 

In June we also hosted an afternoon tea 
for CRVA members, Mudcrabs 
volunteers and newcomers interested in 
becoming involved. It provided an 
opportunity to share ideas, explore new 
ways to contribute and discuss the 
future of the organisation. The lively 
discussion generated many excellent 
suggestions and reminded us that our 
greatest strength lies in the enthusiasm, 
skills and creativity of our volunteers.  

Our sincere thanks go to Hawke's Brewing Company, whose ongoing generosity continues to 
support The Mudcrabs through the proceeds of their weekly raffles. We also gratefully 
acknowledge the support of Bupa and Landcare, whose funding has enabled us to purchase 
thousands of carefully selected native tube stock for restoration projects along the river.  

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow CRVA Executive members for their dedication and wisdom 
throughout another busy and rewarding year. My heartfelt thanks also go to our Mudcrabs and 
Mudlarks volunteers who continue to give their time, energy and passion to make a lasting 
difference to the health of our cherished Cooks River.   

Listening to the community - June 2026 
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CRVA Grants and Funding 

Gareth Wreford 

Grants Received:  

2024-25 Volunteer Grant - federal 
The CRVA received $5,000 through the Volunteer Grants program. The grant was spent on 
insurance, IT support costs and audio-visual equipment to support an increased social media 
presence for The Mudcrabs and CRVA. Given new restrictions on its spending categories, which no 
longer include the purchase of bush care equipment etc., we have decided not to reapply for this 
grant in 2026.  

2025 Community Building Partnerships - state 
With the support of Canterbury Bankstown Council, the CRVA received $20,000 through the 
Community Building Partnerships program to install sandstone seating at Boat Harbour, Hurlstone 
Park. Council wrote a letter of support for the funding application to install a half circle of 
sandstone seating and vegetation similar to the sandstone seating at Ewen Park. However, instead 
of replicating the tried and tested model at Boat Harbour, Council proposed a straight line of 
sandstone blocks around the exercise equipment and, later, a half-circle facing away from the river 
and towards the exercise equipment. We reached a consensus on the third attempt and are now 
hoping Council is able to deliver the project by late August which is just within the grant funding 
period.  

2024-25 Stronger Communities Program Round 9 ς Sutton Reserve - federal 
The CRVA received $11,049.50 to create a native garden through the Stronger Communities 
Program Round 9. The funding was used to naturalise the patch of land on the south side of the 
river at Sutton Reserve in Earlwood as part of the larger revegetation project at this site. The grant 
supported site preparation, a community planting day and over 1,000 new plants. 

2025 BUPA Landcare ς Sutton Reserve - federal 
The CRVA received $27,500 through Landcare to create the Sutton Riparian Reserve. The final of 
four community planting days was held on 4 July 2026, and the grant acquitted by August 2026. To 
date, the grant has supported site preparation, four well-attended community planting days and 
the purchase of over 6,500 new plants. The Sutton Reserve site will be included in The Mudcrabs 
calendar of monthly working bees from October 2026. 

Figure 1 Boat Harbour sandstone seating and landscaping 
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¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻō IŀǿƪŜ .ŜŜǊ ϧ [ŜƛǎǳǊŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ  
Peter Munro 

The Mudcrabs and the CRVA would like to acknowledge the great 
support The Mudcrabs have received from the Leisure Centre and its 
patrons over the past four years.  

At the suggestion of Sue Peiters-IŀǿƪŜ ό.ƻō IŀǿƪŜΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊύΣ 
IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ The Mudcrabs their 
Wednesday night Locals Raffle in August 2023.  

We have been running the raffle every Wednesday night since. 
IŀǿƪŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛȊŜǎ and the tickets sell out quickly, with the 
patrons often acknowledging the work of The Mudcrabs. 

Lƴ aŀȅ нлнсΣ IŀǿƪŜΩǎ .ǊŜǿƛƴƎ ǎŜƴǘ нл ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Cooks River to spend an afternoon working with The Mudcrabs at the 
18th Tee bush care site at Marrickville golf course. This was a very 
productive and enjoyable afternoon with the young and enthusiastic 
IŀǿƪŜΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǊƻŎƪ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōǳǎƘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
clearing lantana to allow more native flora to be planted.  

Sutton Riparian Reserve ς community planting day attended by Barton MP Ash Ambihaipahar,  
and the many volunteers at work 

Hawkes staff visiting The Mudcrabs sites 
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Advocacy  

Gareth Wreford 

Barton Environment Community Groups 
On 12 November 2025 Federal Member for Barton, Ash Ambihaipahar, hosted a meeting between 
local environmental groups and the Hon Murray Watt, Minister for Water and the Environment. 
While environmental protection was the main topic of discussion, it was also an opportunity to ask 
the Minister about possible future rounds of the Urban Rivers and Catchments Program. Minister 
Watt agreed to consider future rounds of the program.  

Canterbury Bankstown Council (CBC) 
CBC - Urban Forest Strategy 

The CBC Urban Forest Strategic Plan has been in development for several years and, in late 2025, 
was released for public comment. In response, the CRVA noted that the Urban Forest Strategy 
includes all the trees within Canterbury Bankstown, regardless of land ownership. Our top three 
suggested improvements to the draft Strategy are: 

¶ Increase targets and timeframes to match the NSW Government aim of 40% canopy cover 
by 2036. 

¶ Identify, resource and promote incentives for tree planting on private land. 

¶ Make the map of 515,100 tree planting opportunities available to the community to 
encourage direct action planting trees. 
 

The current NSW Government is on record as aiming for 40% canopy cover by 2036. Meanwhile, 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƛƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ нр҈ ōȅ нлсрΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƻŦ рлΣнтф ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
make a 1.7% increase in canopy, yet even this may not be achievable as each of the 50,279 
ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ΨŘƛŀƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛƎΩ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΦ  

In order to achieve even the modest 25% target, 464,821 trees need to be planted on private land, 
which is more than nine times the 50,279 Council trees. It is therefore essential to engage private 
landowners, yet this is the least developed aspect of the Strategy.  

CBC - Local Parks consultation ς maintenance and biodiversity 

The CRVA provided a response to the CBC consultation on maintenance of its local passive parks in 
late 2025. The parks covered by the consultation include most of The Mudcrabs bush care sites, 
and the consultation was an opportunity to raise several linked issues that will improve both the 
habitat and amenity of these parks. Rather than trying to comment on every individual park we 
provided ƻƴŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŜ /w±! ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ 

Pictures courtesy of Tim Steiner of Centrepiece Content (Instagram@centrepiece.content) 

https://www.cooksriver.org.au/projects/cooks-river-restoration-project/
https://www.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/planning-and-building/councils-strategies-and-masterplans/urban-forest-strategic-plan
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-16/western-sydney-plans-to-address-climate-change-warming/105775030
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/have-your-say-your-local-park
mailto:Instagram@centrepiece.content
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open space maintenance include: 

¶ more native plantings covering larger areas 

¶ more trees 

¶ reduced or no use of herbicides to increase habitat for insects and small bush birds 

¶ better training for maintenance workers to recognise native vegetation in order to protect 
it from ringbarking, poisoning and removal  

¶ encouragement for mowing teams to drive around vegetation rather than cutting and 
painting branches and stumps yellow 

¶ increased resources for the Council Bush Care team to support revegetation work  

¶ more nesting boxes 

¶ a rethink on the widening of short sections of path 

¶ a ban on the use of soft-fall rubber surfaces in playgrounds in preference to natural 
materials 

¶ the installation of lighting that is Australian Dark Sky Alliance-certified for wildlife. 

 
CBC - Karool Ave and Unwin Bridges 

In June 2026, Council met with CRVA and The Mudcrabs representatives to discuss plans for 
pedestrian and cyclist bridges at Karool Ave and Unwin Bridge. The CouncilΩǎ ΨIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀȅΩ Ǉƭŀƴǎ 
for the Karool Ave bridge replacement date back to 2017. Council appears to have money to 
refresh the design but not to build the new bridge. Either way, the discussion was positive with 
confirmation that the current proposal is to retain the mature Casuarina glauca trees on the North 
side near the Sugar Mill, while retaining the current alignment of the bridge as it crosses the river. 
With minimal tree removal on the South side to widen the bridge and approaches.  

UnwinΩǎ Bridge (between the River Canoe Club, Tempe Station, and Gough Whitlam Park) is a 
tightly constrained site, and the early plans Council discussed are for an entirely separate 
pedestrian and cycle bridge to run from the River Canoe Club across to the western side of the 
current road bridge. The proposal looks to minimise tree removal and avoid impacting the salt 
marsh at Gough Whitlam Park. As with the Karool Ave bridge, the discussion at this stage is design 
only with no funding confirmed for implementation. 

Council indicated that plans for both bridges are anticipated to be available for public consultation 
later in 2026. 

 

¶ Spraying in garden bed leads to an unattractive cycle 
of green, yellow, brown and then green vegetation that 
destroys valuable habitat for insects and birds.  

¶ By spraying the grass, Council has also destroyed native 
vegetation (Hardenbergia violacea). 

¶ This garden bed is not maintained ς it was planted with native 
grasses and now has large patches of bare dirt, weeds and 
some self-sown native Commelina cyanea which is regularly 
sprayed. 

¶ The bin is not emptied (and this one is poorly installed). 

¶ In the red circle is one of several dead trees that have been 
replaced by local community members after multiple 
requests/complaints to Council went unanswered. 

 

One image from Ewen Park demonstrates common and systemic issues across local green spaces. 

https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/karool-ave-cooks-river-footbridge-replacement
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CBC ς Tasker Park Upgrades 

In late 2025, Council invited responses to an amended plan for the Tasker Park Precinct upgrades. 
The CRVA acknowledged that minor concessions have been made to increase passive recreation 
and green space, while our substantive feedback to the previous 2024 consultation has not been 
addressed. 

Council does not appear to be adhering to its own 2022 Campsie Masterplan, or supporting the 
Campsie Urban Canopy Masterplan objectives regarding improvements to the Cooks River 
foreshore and tree canopy target of 40% for Tasker Park.  

The CRVA also queried the potential use of artificial turf or softfall rubber surfaces, noting the bans 
on these materials in the European Union, the concerted NSW campaign to prevent their use, and 
their removal by councils around Australia due to solid evidence that they increase microplastic 
pollution in waterways. 

Cooks River Community Collective 
The Cooks River Alliance continues to provide much-needed secretariat support for the Cooks River 
Community Collective (CRCC), bringing together a diverse range of community stakeholders with 
an interest in the Cooks River catchment.  

The major CRCC activity in late 2025 was support for the Cooks River Forum discussed in more 
detail elsewhere in this report. 

Canterbury Racecourse Action Group 
The future of Canterbury Racecourse and, in particular, the 98 King Street carpark site that the 
Australian Turf Club (ATC) and Mirvac have been trying to develop for several years, is increasingly 
murky. The King Street carpark has been rezoned from RE2 private recreation to R4 for building up 
to 29.5 metres in height. 

Media reports in July 2025 show Mirvac launching legal action against the ATC over their failed $70 
million development deal for the King Street carpark. Meanwhile, the Council website is unchanged 
and still says the Canterbury Place Strategy will be finalised in 2023. Council assured the CRVA last 
year that it intended to proceed with the Racecourse masterplan once it had capacity to do so. 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ¢h5 ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ΨwŀŎŜŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩ 
while clearly showing part of the Racecourse site included in  

this submission (Trapezoid of land highlighted in purple).  

https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/tasker-park-precinct-upgrades
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/campsie-masterplan/adoption-campsie-town-centre-master-plan
https://hdp-au-prod-app-cbnks-haveyoursay-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/4016/4395/2860/Urban_Tree_Canopy_Master_Plan_-_Final_Draft.pdf
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/race-club-takes-property-giant-to-court-over-70-million-land-deal-20250710-p5mdz2.html
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/canterbury-racecourse-planning-strategy
https://haveyoursay.cbcity.nsw.gov.au/planning-canterbury-local-centre/canterbury-tod-program
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Council responses to additional questions asked by Clr Conroy Blood to Council staff indicated that 
the Canterbury Racecourse Place {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Ψǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΩΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘŜǊŜ is no current proposal 
before council for redevelopment of the existing King Street ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜΩΦ However, a 
Government Information (Public Access) (GIPA) application (GIPA 136 ς 26) revealed that the 
masterplan was finalised in October 2023 and has not been made public.  

The CRVA also made a GIPA application (GIPA 21ς26) seeking information about how Council came 
to include the King Street carpark in its Transport Orientated Development (TOD) submission. The 
response from Council was that Ψthe ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜƭŘ ōȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩ. The mystery of 
how the King Street carpark came to be included in the TOD submission is yet to be resolved. The 
CRVA has an ongoing interest in the future of Canterbury Racecourse as new public green space on 
the Cooks River. We keep in touch with the Canterbury Racecourse Action Group (CRAG) and 
support their advocacy where we can.  

Cooks Cove ς Kogarah Golf Course redevelopment 
As reported last year, the CRVA believed that the redevelopment of the Kogarah Golf Course was a 
debate that had been lost. However, in late 2025 and early 2026, an updated proposal for the site 
was put on display for consultation with responses due in July 2026. The major change appears to 
be the inclusion of a data centre.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /w±!Ωǎ fundamental objection to the proposal. It is difficult to 
understand how the NSW Government can consider making a decision to support a major 
development which removes a golf course-sized parcel of green space without assessing the open 
space needs of residents, including the 98% of Wolli Creek residents who live in apartments. The 
CRVA submission stated that, as a minimum, we expect: 

¶ a 2% development contribution to support the Cooks River (noting that the Cooks River 
Alliance is requesting 5%). 

¶ a 40-metre minimum riparian corridor along the full length of the Cooks River foreshore. 

¶ a 100% naturalised riverbank along the full length of the development. 

¶ a commitment to Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) for stormwater management that 
improves Cooks River water quality. 

¶ a reorientation of  ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜ όΨtŜƳǳƭǿǳȅ tŀǊƪΩύ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ a 
better connection to the wider riparian corridor. 

¶ the early delivery of public access and open space, rather than deferring these outcomes to 
the final stages of the development. 

¶ a ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǿ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ƻǊ ΨŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ȊƻƴŜǎΩ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪǎ wƛǾŜǊ ǘƻ 
Sydney Airport. 

 
The Cooks Cove redevelopment is one of the largest planning proposals under consideration in 
New South Wales. The site is also one of the last Ψgreenfield sitesΩ in the Cooks River catchment 
(the other being Canterbury Racecourse) that could provide the metropolitan green space required 
to support increased housing density. 

Current Open Space     Cooks Cove Proposal 
Kogarah Golf Course showing    Note the bulk and scale of buildings, 
18.3 Hectares of potential open space and  the limited 20m riparian corridor 
existing tree cover.     and sea wall. 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Canterbury-Racecourse-Action-Group-CRAG-100069633219681/
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/kogarah-golf-club-redevelopment-concept-stage-1-works
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Canterbury Bankstown Climate Action Network (CBCAN) 
The CRVA continues to participate in the CBCAN as we share many areas of interest including the 
CBC Urban Forest Strategic Plan, and the Cooks Cove development. It has been useful collaborating 
with a like-minded group of people on how best to improve the environment in Canterbury 
Bankstown.  

Cooks River Alliance (CRA) and Catchment Management Plan (CMP) 
The CRVA was alarmed to note in the March 2026 meeting minutes that Strathfield Council is 
considering a review of Cooks River Alliance (CRA) membership as a possible cost saving measure. 
We wrote to Strathfield Council in support of the CRA.  

We also wrote to the CRA to discuss several systemic issues including a consistent approach to 
Cooks River pathway lighting by member councils, recognising the Cooks River catchment as a dark 
sky corridor, and reducing the use of herbicides and pesticides to support biodiversity, particularly 
invertebrates that are crucial to sustaining small bird populations.  

Meanwhile, ǘƘŜ /w!Ωǎ /ƻƻƪǎ wƛǾŜǊ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ Management Program (CMP) is yet to be released for 
public consultation. As reported last year, the CRVA is concerned that the CMP process will result 
ƛƴ ŀƴ ǳƴŦǳƴŘŜŘ ΨǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΩ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ that offers no mechanism to address the three systemic 
and larger scale priorities outlined in our Cooks River Revitalisation Proposal: steel sheet piling, 
concrete channeling and stormwater filtering. 

 

From L to R some invertebrates from Mudcrabs bush care sites: 
Tiger moth (Amata huebneri), Blue flower wasp (Austroscolia soror), Brown flower beetle (Glycyphana stolata). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/cbclimate/
https://www.strathfield.nsw.gov.au/files/assets/public/v/1/council/council-meetings/2026/ordinary-council-meeting-24-march-2026-minutes.pdf
https://invertebratesaustralia.org/
https://www.birdsinbackyards.net/birds/featured/Small-insect-eating-birds
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In 2025-26, we confirmed that the tidal sections of the Cooks River west of Strathfield are not 
included in the CMP. Sydney Water owns all of the concrete channeling but is not part of the CMP 
process, despite being a CRA member, meaning the CMP only covers half the river and ends at the 
Sugar Mill in Canterbury.  

The concrete channeling ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜȄŀǘƛƻǳǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ {ȅŘƴŜȅ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ 
regarded, yet limited. Sydney Water also cites infrastructure constraints in the upper and narrower 
sections of the Cooks River while disregarding multiple international examples where concrete 
canals have been transformed into community recreation and environmental assets. 

 

The CRVA will continue to work with the CRA and other stakeholders to secure action to revitalise 
the Cooks River. 

CRVA Cooks River Revitalisation proposal, Forum and Water Quality 
In the 2026 NSW budget, the CRVA was again unsuccessful in securing NSW Government support 
and funding for the Cooks River Revitalisation proposal. The three key issues the CRVA NSW Pre 
Budget Submission addressed τ steel sheet piling, concrete channeling and stormwater filtering τ
are not new, and we continue to seek ways to fix them. In addition to submitting a NSW Pre 
Budget Submission, we made a Federal Government Pre Budget Submission for the 2026-27 year 
(also unsuccessful!). 
 
Additional CRVA action during the year included: 

1. 6 August 2025 meeting to discuss the Cooks River revitalisation proposal with: 

- The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC, Minister for the Environment 
- The Hon. Rose Jackson MLC, Minister for Water  
- The Hon Sophie Cotsis MP, Member for Canterbury 
- Mr Jason Yat-Sen Li MP, Member for Strathfield 
- Ms Jo Haylen MP, Member for Summer Hill 
- Craig Milton, Policy Director, Office of The Hon Steve Kamper MP, Minister for 

Lands and Property 
- Greg Sullivan, Executive Director Land and Asset Management, Crown Lands 

 
2. 8 November 2025 Cooks River Community Forum attended by almost 200 people to 

discuss solutions to the steel sheet piling, concrete channeling and stormwater filtration. 

International examples of what might be possible with the narrow concrete channels in the upper reaches of the Cooks River ς 
Philosophers walk Kyoto (left), and Cheonggyecheon stream restoration Seoul (right). 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/parliamentary-business/questions-answers-tracking-details?id=56082&ref=20109
https://consult.treasury.gov.au/2026-27-pre-budget-submissions/pre-budget-submissions/view/1312
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3. 20 November 2025 NSW Parliament House drop-in briefing session for Members of 

Parliament hosted by Jo Haylen and Sophie Cotsis. Briefing packs were distributed to all 
NSW parliamentarians. 

4. 31 March 2026 meeting with Jenny Leong MP for Newtown, and Inner West Councillors 
Olivia Barlow and Izabella Antoniou.  

The Inner West Council also passed a Notice of Motion on 9 December 2025 supporting writing to 
Penny Sharpe to replace the steel sheet piling and legislate/regulate to improve Cooks River water 
quality.  

Cooks River Community Forum 

The 8 November 2025 Cooks River 
Community Forum was a significant 
and well-attended event with over 
200 people turning out on the day. It 
was supported by a wide range of 
organisations involved through the 
Cooks River Community Collective. 

The MC was ex-ABC presenter Bernie 
Hobbs, and presenters included 
water and evaluation expert Brian 
Keogh.  

The forum featured a robust Q&A 
session and unanimous support for a motion that  
άThe NSW Government should lead the revitalisation of the Cooks River catchment by naturalising 
the steel and concrete riverbanks and legislating to improve the water quality.έ  
The motion was then promoted to all NSW parliamentarians as part of the 20 November 2025 
briefing session. 

Poster for the Forum showing logos of the many organisation who supported the event 

A big crowd at the forum 

https://innerwest.infocouncil.biz/Open/2025/12/C_09122025_MIN_4236.htm
https://www.keynoteentertainment.com.au/speakers/sustainability-and-environmentalists/bernie-hobbs
https://www.keynoteentertainment.com.au/speakers/sustainability-and-environmentalists/bernie-hobbs
https://www.cobalt59.com.au/about-brian-keogh
https://www.cobalt59.com.au/about-brian-keogh
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Water Quality 

The issue of water quality and stormwater filtration in the Cooks River has developed into a side 
project that is gathering its own momentum. The CRVA, noting that New South Wales remains 
stubbornly out of step with other states who have stormwater management legislation, has 
proposed solutions that have been supported by Stormwater NSW and other stakeholders. In 
March 2025, Stormwater NSW confirmed its in-principle support for the Cw±!Ωǎ proposed NSW-
wide solutions to improve stormwater outcomes with a focus on:  

¶ developing a statewide policy framework for stormwater management that recognises 
place-based waterway outcomes.  

¶ strengthening the integration of stormwater management within the planning system, 
including amending the BASIX building standards for residential development to include 
provisions that focus on reducing runoff, and improving water quality alongside existing 
water efficiency measures for any new build or renovation above the current $50,000 
threshold. 

¶ supporting local government in ensuring Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) elements 
are delivered and operated effectively over the long term. 

On 23 May 2026, ǘƘŜ /w±! ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ όb//ύ Sydney 
Rivers Community Forum. The top three issues agreed on at the forum included stormwater 
management and urban wetlands. The CRVA will participate in a NCC roundtable later in 2026 to 
progress these issues. 

The Total Environment Centre (TEC) has also launched a microplastics campaign against the severe 
microplastic pollution plaguing Australia's waterways and beaches. The TEC is pushing for strong 
legislative action, including synthetic grass regulations and product bans, while partnering with 
citizen science mapping programs to track these pollutants. The CRVA is joining with the TEC to 
support this campaign. 

In the lead-up to the November 2025 Cooks River Community Forum, the CRVA developed a 
postcard campaign addressed to Penny Sharpe asking that the NSW Government naturalise the 
steel sheet piling and concrete channelings, and legislate to improve water quality. The CRVA will 
continue to distribute the postcard in the lead up the March 2027 NSW election. 

Show of hands on 8 November 2025 unanimously supporting a community resolution that:  
ά¢ƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǘŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƪǎ wƛǾŜǊ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ōȅ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎƛƴƎ 

 the steel and concrete riverbanks, and legislating to improve the water qualityΦέ 

https://stormwaternsw.asn.au/advocacy/
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/natureorg/pages/19999/attachments/original/1779413207/Sydney_Rivers_Forum_2026_Program_-_updated_22_May.pdf?1779413207
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/natureorg/pages/19999/attachments/original/1779413207/Sydney_Rivers_Forum_2026_Program_-_updated_22_May.pdf?1779413207
https://www.tec.org.au/microplastics_too_big_to_ignore
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2026 also marks the 50-year anniversary of the Total Environment CentreΩǎ Cooks River 
Environment Survey and Landscape Design report. With a state election scheduled for March 2027, 
the CRVA will investigate the feasibility of a follow-up forum later in 2026 inviting state Members 
of Parliament to discuss their commitment to improving the Cooks River. 

Inner West Council (IWC) 
Kendrick & Steel Park Lighting 

As reported last year, Marrickville and Tempe residents, and the Inner West Council (IWC), secured 
$1.6m in the 2025 NSW State Budget to install lighting along the Cooks River between Kendrick and 
Steel Parks to improve public safety. The CRVA wrote to IWC and has participated in two design 
meetings in February and June 2026.  

Current issues to resolve include: 

¶ remediation of natural areas where lighting poles are installed. 

¶ classification of the Cooks River pathway from high to medium usage for cyclists and 
pedestrians. The adjacent MetroWay is the primary commuter route while the Cooks River 
is more a recreational asset. Cyclists riding between dusk and dawn are also already 
required to have their own lights. 

¶ recognition of Dark Sky zones along the Cooks River. 

¶ lighting design and intensity for wildlife, meeting Australian Dark Sky Alliance specifications 
and including a curfew where lighting switches off for several hours overnight. 

A recent path lighting project in the City of Salisbury (SA) demonstrated that Phosphor-Converted 
(PC) Amber lighting improved safety and usability without displacing wildlife. There is also a short 
video available about the project that demonstrates its success and relevance as a model for IWC. 

The CRVA is requesting that IWC clearly identify the location, type and timing of lighting for 
Kendrick and Steel Park to support lowςmedium levels of pedestrian and cycle activity, protect 
dark skies in natural areas, minimise the impact of lighting on wildlife, improve public safety and 
commit to rehabilitation of natural areas impacted by the installation. 

Front of the CRVA water quality advocacy postcard addressed to  
The Hon Penny Sharpe MLC ,Minister for the Environment.  

https://dictionaryofsydney.org/artefact/cooks_river_environment_survey_and_landscape_design_report_of_the_cooks_river_project
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/artefact/cooks_river_environment_survey_and_landscape_design_report_of_the_cooks_river_project
https://dictionaryofsydney.org/artefact/cooks_river_environment_survey_and_landscape_design_report_of_the_cooks_river_project
https://www.nsw.gov.au/ministerial-releases/metroway-to-connect-bankstown-to-greenway-and-beyond
https://australasiandarkskyalliance.org/act/adsa-approved-lighting/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/city-of-salisbury-lighting-for-life-ugcPost-7346354567153860608-FW6b/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/city-of-salisbury-lighting-for-life-ugcPost-7346354567153860608-FW6b/
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Communications Report:  
Connecting Our Community 
Chris Rapp 

The past year has seen significant growth and stability across Mudcrabs/CRVA communication 
channels, strengthening our ability to engage with our community and contribute to the goals of 
the CRVA and The Mudcrabs. 

Communication Highlights  
The Mudcrabs history booklet: 

We continue to see great community interest and momentum as a result of the 2025 launch of our 
booklet Celebrating 20 Years: The Mudcrabs Cooks River Eco Volunteers 2005-2025 and this has led 
to a second printing.  

Community and Media Engagement: 

The group experienced a significant surge in public visibility over the past year, bolstered by 
various television and radio coverage. 

¶ Radio SkidRow FM ς The Mudcrabs and Mudlarks have featured in a number of radio 
sessions (and podcasts) via this local community radio station. 

¶ Hawkes Brewing ς the team at Hawkes actively support our fundraising through their 
weekly raffle. The proceeds from the raffle enable us to source many of our native plants 
for The Mudcrabs sites along the river. 

¶ ABC TV feature ς the ABC produced a segment highlighting our efforts and featuring our 
Foord Avenue site.  

¶ Channel 10 News feature ς The Mudcrabs featured in a recent news segment (Inside 
Sydney) filmed at a number of Mudcrabs sites including Sutton Reserve, Southbank, Gough 
Whitlam Park and Rosedale. 

¶ Mudcrabs Corporate Program ς during the year we held a number of Mudcrabs working 
bees with corporate groups (Accor, Sydney Airport, Hawkes Brewing). 

¶ Duke of Edinburgh program ς The Mudcrabs continued to provide DoE award sessions for 
local students.  

Subscriber Growth and Social Media Summary 

Our community network expanded during the 2025/26 period: 

Mailing List Subscriptions: 

¶ The main Mudcrabs subscriber base has climbed to 780+ active subscribers. 

Social Media Channels: 

¶ Our community channels grew steadily. 

¶ Facebook community reaching 2,900+ followers 

¶ Instagram expanding to 671 followers by mid-2026.  

The Mudlarks Surveys 

¶ Data collected for every monthly survey is entered both on the website and the e-Bird 
system. This data is also available to the Atlas of Living Australia. 

The Resources Webpage 

¶ This webpage continues to expand as we produce new material. It serves as a trusted 
source of information across a number of areas that the CRVA and Mudcrabs operate. 

¶ Some additions over the past 12 months 

¶ The Trees of Marrickville Golf Course 

¶ 2026 Water Quality Program 

https://www.ala.org.au/
https://www.crva.org.au/trees-of-marrickville-golf-course/
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Web Analytics and Traffic Growth (July 2025 ς July 2026) 

The digital portal (crva.org.au) served as a useful repository for community resources and 
volunteer information. Data gathered between 01/07/2025 and 22/07/2026 shows solid upward 
trends in public engagement compared to previous periods: 

¶ Total Web Visitors: 10,699 unique visitors, representing a 35% increase (2,786 more 
visitors than the prior period). Traffic peaked notably in January 2026 with 1,066 monthly 
visitors. 

¶ Total Pageviews: 21,952 pageviews, a 42% increase (6,465 more views than the previous 
period). 

¶ Historical Performance (2021ς2026): Looking at long-term data since March 2021, the 
website has successfully welcomed 33,814 total visitors across 70,354 pageviews, 
highlighting that the 2025ς2026 period constitutes the highest engagement era on record. 

Top Performing Content & Referral Channels 

The most frequented website sections demonstrate a strong community focus on the CRVA and 
Mudcrabs contribution ς the top 10 for 2025/2026 are: 

¶ The Mudcrabs (4,092 visitors) 

¶ Mudcrabs Events Calendar  
(2,195 visitors) 

¶ Mudcrabs Working Bees (984 visitors) 

¶ The Mudlarks (564 visitors) 

¶ Water Quality (reports up to 2011) 
(401 visitors) 

¶ Get Involved (376 visitors) 

¶ Contact (390 visitors) 

¶ Common Plants of the Cooks River 
Valley (335 visitors) 

¶ Meetings (315 visitors) 

¶ Membership (292 visitors) 

 

 

Dedicated Mudcrab Niall Edwards- FitzSimons has 
launched this fascinating podcast with original content, 

music and deep insights into The Cooks River. 

Inside Sydney News Segment featuring The Mudcrabs 

http://crva.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q6NRhzhjQY
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19CWCscd58/?mibextid=wwXIfr
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/goolayyari-cooks-river-radio/id1880573981
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The Mudcrabs Report  

Ranjith Evas & Alison Gibbs 

The Mudcrabs had another busy and successful year with a large new bush care site established at 
Sutton Reserve, Earlwood, where thousands of native tube stock were planted by our keen 
volunteers. As this site has a natural riverbank, free from concrete and steel sheet piling, it will be 
interesting to observe the natural regeneration of local flora and fauna over time.  

Our existing sites are thriving in the damp conditions and our three clean-up sites are running 
smoothly. Nearly all sites have experienced an increase in volunteer numbers over the past 12 
months, possibly due to the media coverage we have received since our 20th anniversary last year, 
the weekly raffle we run at Hawkes Beer and Leisure Centre, our improved social media and on-line 
presence, and our heightened visibility thanks to a steady supply of t-shirts, hats, banners and QR 
coded branding that is driving people to sign up and become involved. 

In February, Mudcrabs Alison Gibbs and Martin Puchert walked the river with a team including Hiti 
and Varsha from the Cooks River Alliance to discuss the sources, makeup and trends of litter in the 
river. Our observations from 20 years of regular river clean-ups will feed into the /w!Ωǎ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ-
wide litter prevention strategy currently under development. 

The Mudcrabs is also reaping the rewards of two years of sustained Hawkes Brewery raffle 
revenue. In the first half of 2026, the CRVA conducted an audit of the ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ōǳǎƘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ-
up equipment, and compiled a centralised shopping list of tools, furniture, clothing, catering and 
safety equipment to ensure that all site supervisors have what they need to run their sites as safely 
and efficiently as possible. 

From the humble origins of a Clean Up Australia Day event in March 2005 organised by Chris 
Bartlett, The Mudcrabs has become the biggest environmental group in the Inner West and 
Southwest of Sydney with 16 bush care sites and three clean-up sites along Cooks River and over 
780 registered volunteers. This excellent growth in 
our numbers and engagement with community is 
the result of the hard work of our site coordinators, 
volunteers and the support provided by the Cooks 
River Valley Association.  

The Cooks River has faced many environmental 
challenges over the years. In the past, the river 
suffered from the dumping of industrial chemicals, 
extensive modification of its banks with concrete 
and steel sheet piling, and other damaging 
interventions. More recently, it earned the 
unfortunate distinction of having the highest level of 
microplastic pollution of any river in New South 
Wales. Now, a proposed data centre on the river 
foreshore at Kogarah threatens to place even 
greater pressure on this fragile ecosystem. 

We sincerely thank all our volunteers who 
contribute to the wellbeing of our local environment and our society. Our site coordinators are the 
backbone of our organisation, doing the incredible work planning and preparing for working bees 
that often goes unobserved.  

Hiti and Varsha from the CRA 
helping out on Clean Up Australia Day 

https://d.docs.live.net/980b2ebcb4dbe9f5/25%20AR%20CRVA/www.crva.org.au
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The Mudcrabs Site Reports 

Rosedale Reserve 
Russell Cail 

The Rosedale group meets on the last Sunday of 
the month. Over the past year, our program of 
cardboarding and mulching to suppress the 
weeds and conserve moisture has worked well. 
While the weather was often hot and at times 
quite dry, resulting in some losses of plants, 
there has recently been a lot of rain to 
encourage growth. 

As I reported last year, our site continues to 
mature well. Figure 1 shows an overview of the 
Rosedale site, looking east along the river, 
downstream, from the Byron street footbridge. 
As a general observation, approximately half the 
site from the end of Hampton Street, east, to the Korean club is under quite good control and only 
needs some regular weeding, some pruning of trees off the line of sight of the oil pipeline, which is 
buried beside the footpath and the occasional replacement of dead and fallen trees and bushes. 
Figure 2 shows an area currently being rehabilitated behind Picken Oval, after floods and the death 
of several large bushes. Another section, in the eastern part, which incorporates a variety of trees, 
bushes and bracken, is especially pleasing, as it has taken on a more natural look.  

Having gained reasonable control over the eastern end, we are now concentrating our efforts 
upstream from the end of Hampton Street to the Byron St footbridge. In this part of the site, I have 
continued to focus strongly on weeding, mulching 
and densely planting out any bare patches. The 
areas along the footpath are now looking good. 
Hopefully, as they develop, these areas will further 
attract wildlife, especially the smaller birds, by 
providing cover and food sources (insects, seeds, 
nectar, etc.). One special area that we are working 
on is around Chris Bartlett's commemorative sign. 
We have begun to create a screen of Melaleuca 
ericifolia and we will follow up with additional 
plantings of small bushes and ground covers and 
improve access to the site (Figure 3). 

The flat area along the fenceline has proven to be 
more difficult to manage. We have had 2-3 major floods over the last few years (global warming?) 
which have washed out and killed many young plants and introduced more weeds. The floods have 
also deposited large quantities of debris which have had to be cleared, taking a lot of time and 
effort. To some extent, my previous policy of building up large heaps of weeds along the fenceline 
has exacerbated the problems as these have washed downstream. Consequently, I have now 

Figure 2: Rehabilitation of an area behind Picken oval 

Figure 1: View east from Byron St footbridge 

https://d.docs.live.net/980b2ebcb4dbe9f5/25%20AR%20CRVA/www.crva.org.au
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decided to create weed piles further up the 
slope, away from the flood zone. I am also 
planting more trees such as melaleucas along 
the fence, and hope that once they are 
established, they will help to reduce the damage 
caused by flooding. 

We continued weeding and mulching around the 
frog ponds but there remains much work to do 
in this area; we have large invasions of couch 
and tradescantia in the rushes around the 
ponds. It is a source of some frustration, but the 
frogs seem to be quite happy! I have decided 
that it is time for a new approach, one that 
considers the fact that, whenever the river floods, a new batch of weeds invade the area. To this 
end, I have begun to plant larger bushes/ trees such as callistemons, near the ponds that will not 
only provide shade and protection to the ponds but also be easier to weed around. 

The bird watching program at Rosedale, organised by Alison Gibbs, has proven to be a source of 
inspiration. Our observations help to reinforce 
some of our plant selections. Alison has also 
created several bee hotels, (Figure 5) which we 
have installed in several trees on site, and I am 
pleased to say that some bees have moved in. 

The future: We will continue our work on in-fill 
plantings, with the emphasis on planting more 
grasses, such as kangaroo grass (Themeda 
australis), barbed wire grass (Cymbopogon 
refractus) and wallaby grass (Danthonia spp), in 
the hope of attracting more small seed-eating 
birds, as well as encouraging pollinators such as 
butterflies. We will also plant more saltbush 
species, especially along the footpath where the 
conditions tend to be very dry and hot. We will continue to plant rushes and sedges on the lower, 
damper parts of the site and redouble our efforts around the frog ponds to get on top of the 
weeds. 

In the last 12 months, our volunteers put in over 400 hours of work at our regular working bees, 
together with a further >200 hours spent during the week by some volunteers. We collected 110 
bags of weeds which were sent to waste, and created quite a few large piles of non-seeding weeds 
as part of our policy to limit the number of bags being disposed of as waste. We hope that these 
piles will eventually mulch down.  

As always, on behalf of the Rosedale Reserve group, Joy Berville and I would like to acknowledge 
the assistance and support of Canterbury-Bankstown Council, particularly Peter Goss from the 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Bush Care Group with whom we liaise closely, the support of the CRVA, and of course all 
The Mudcrabs who generously give up their time and energy to weed, mulch and plant. Without 
them, this site would be quickly overgrown by weeds. Thanks also to the generous Bupa/Landcare 
grants that have provided us with plants. 

  

Figure 3: Chris Bartlett's commemorative sign 

Figure 4: Bee hotel that Alison built. The white patches in the 
holes show something is in residence 
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Tempe Salt Marsh, Gough Whitlam Park 
Russell Cail 

The Gough Whitlam salt marsh was constructed by Canterbury Council in 2007. Salt marshes are an 
important and endangered ecological community that provide valuable habitats for fish, crabs and 
birds. 

The Mudcrabs meet on the first Saturday of the month to remove weeds, mulch and plant trees, 
shrubs and grasses, which are thought to have originally existed in the area. Although the site is 
not all that large, it is a relatively complex one. It is roughly semi-circular in shape, consisting 
ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻŦ όƛύ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘƳŀǊǎƘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ όƛƛύ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ άƛǎƭŀƴŘǎέ Ŏƭƻse to the river, which are 
dominated by tall, mature casuarinas and (iii) bounded by the river and mangroves on one side and 
a mixed band of trees and shrubs on the landward side. The environment on the ΨislandsΩ is 
particularly harsh. The trees suck the moisture out of the soil, and the salty winds which sweep 
across them seriously impact the growing conditions. There is a second much smaller site about 
700 metres upstream which we also maintain. 

This year, our constant efforts to remove the weeds and plant new plants have resulted in positive 
improvements, so much so that half of our working bees in the past year (2025-26) were cancelled, 
either due to rain or a lack of weeds. 

Last year we completed our program of weeding, cardboarding and mulching the ΨislandsΩ to 
suppress weeds and conserve moisture. These areas will need to be re-mulched from time to time. 

In regard to our planting program, we initially attempted to 
grow the plants that we thought would thrive in a coastal 
environment. These included coastal tea trees 
(Leptospermum laevigatum), a variety of banksias (including 
coastal banksia, Banksia integrifolia) bottlebrushes 
(Callistemon spp) and native rosemary (Westringia 
fruticosa). Unfortunately, none of these plantings proved 
completely successful in the longer term, in the very 
demanding and inhospitable conditions on the ΨislandsΩ. My 
current strategy of planting wattles and other nitrogen fixing 
plants seems to be working well. So far, most of the wattles 
(Acacia longifolia, A. longifolia v.sophorae, A. floribunda, and 
A. falcata) (figure 1) have lived and are growing well, despite 
some very dry spells in the past 12 months. Furthermore, 
there have been some other species, notably Melaleuca 
nodosa, and Kunzea ambigua, that are also surviving quite 
well, so I have begun to plant more of those, to form a 
denser understory to help protect small birds and 
animals. 

One of my aims in managing the salt marsh and 
environs is to increase the biodiversity of the 
islands. Last year we installed a freshwater pond 
as a type of oasis on the first island, to collect 
rainwater, attract frogs and provide fresh water 
for birds and animals. The pond has functioned 
quite well but has required occasional topping up 
with fresh water. We did have a frog breeding 
attempt but do not know if any of the tadpoles 
survived (the ibis look happy). The pond has 

Figure 1: Flowering acacia  

Figure 2: Freshwater pond after 12 months 








































